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ITS  CAUSES,  ate. 


Til  CUE  im  tmw  i»«  ijitcsiiow  iKr  e*l*tri»«v  «f  S(iMin<M)lc 
rti«4fT»  witfain  twi'nty.four  bonr*  «ill  «f  KneUnd.  ’I”h»! 
kftxmuU  fr«tm  IlantlMirK  of  th»  i kk  tWaj  up  to 

th*t  <l«y,  p^rmnm,  oil  of  tl»«o  of  tk«  Ww«M  nuiJu  in  Ufr, 
h*>l  boon  ottorkod  bjr  th^  diMWo ; tk»t  31  bad  dlod.  Mid  only 
3 w#r»-  rrportod  m r«co*'er«d. 

Tbo  loutio  pmantion*  which  vrm  adoptiHl  in  to 

llifo,  hov«  born  adopted  mportiiif  IlMuhuff  the  TtMeh  fr^nn 
that  |Nin  orr  •ufa^ted  to  *«vrrF  <|uanntiiie,  u>d  tMriiher  good* 
iHw  pMHMigen*  permitud  to  be  landed,  until  Time,  the  rrmt 
phyikidan,  ha»  teated  their  wmodtte**. 

It  weiM  by  till  inenn*  itnprofaahUi  that  in  a week  or  two  the 
('bohda  may  reach  Eng huid  , for,  in  the  firat  place.  If  the  di*> 
eaar  be  really  Infeethiuc,  the  comniuniratlon  between  England 
and  Hamburg,  carried  on  by  the  amugglrra,  i«  aure  to  bring 
it  ; and  in  the  aecoud  place,  if  It  be  dependent  on  the  itate  of 
the  atmoapherr  (which  all  experience  aeenia  to  prore,  an  in 
no  iiMtauce  haa  tha  atricteat  military  eordoo  niflloed  to  hem  it 
in),  it  will  come  were  all  the  mldiera  In  England  employed  aa 
coaat  guard*,  and  were  alt  the  port*  in  Europe  declared  Mia. 
pec  ted.  To  an  erll  which  to  all  aeeinhig  !•  inevitable,  it  M 
the  |«art  of  adae  men  to  Mibmit  aa  they  beat  may.  To  care  and 
tetn{>eraitoe.  Cholera  ha*  nowhere,  we  believe,  been  fmind  a 
formidable  enemy.  !f  it  do  make  its  appearance  in  I.«adon, 
we  «ay  not  that  the  careful  and  temperate  are  toexpoae  them- 
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***Jves  without  ne«*S8ity,  but  we  do  »ay,  that  whoever  adviaes 
any  other  precaution  than  care  and  a physician,  will,  if  trusted, 
only  add  tenfold  to  the  evil  which  he  seeks  to  alleviate. 


( From  the  London  Gazette,  Oct.  2 1 . y 

At  the  Council-Chamber,  Whitehall,  the  20th  day  of  October 
1831,  by  a Committee  of  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty’s 
Most  Hon.  Privy  Council. 

The  quarantine  regulations  established  by  the  Government 
are  sufficient,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  to  prevent  the  disorder 
from  being  communicated  through  any  intercourse  with  the 
continent  in  the  regular  cltannel  of  trade  or  passage,  but  they 
cannot  guard  against  its  introduction  by  means  of  its  secre  f 
and  surreptitious  intercourse  which  is  known  to  exist  between 
the  coast  of  England  and  the  opi>osite  shore. 

By  such  means  this  fatal  disorder,  in  spite  of  all  quarantine 
regulations,  and  of  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  might  be  introduced  into  the  united  kingdom  ; 
and  it  is  clear  that  this  danger  can  only  be  obviated  by  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  all  persons  of  any  infiu- 
eiice,  to  put  a stop  to  such  practices ; the  utmost  exertions 
should  be  used  to  effect  this  end.  The  magistrates,  the  clergy, 
and  all  persons  resident  on  the  coast,  it  is  hoped  will  endeavour 
to  impress  upon  the  population  of  their  respective  districts, 
(and  particularly  of  the  retired  villages  along  the  sea-shore), 
the  danger  to  which  they  exjKwe  themselves  in  engaging  in 
illicit  intercourse  with  persons  coming  from  the  continent  ; 
and  should  appeal  to  their  fears  in  warning  them  of  the  im- 
minent risk  which  they  incur  by  holding  any  communication 
with  smugglers,  and  others  who  may  evade  the  quarantine 
regulation. 

Every  large  town  should  be  divided  into  districts,  having 
a district  committee  of  two  or  three  members,  one  of  whom 
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»boul<i  be  of  th«  UMdicftl  profcMioo,  to  wotcfa  OTor  it* 

*im1  to  give  the  ««riie»t  iaformation  to  the  Bo«rd  of  Health, 
in  town,  whoMP  inetruelMOa  they  will  aurry  into  effiert. 

A*  the  moot  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  spreading  of 
any  ]w*tilenee  hae  alway*  been  found  to  be  the  immediate  *ep> 
aration  of  the  eirk  from  the  healthy,  it  is  of  the  utmost  ua. 
portanoe  that  the  very  first  case*  of  cholera  which  u>ay  appear 
sboald  be  luads  known  a*  early  as  puaiible ; cuaoralmrat  uf  the 
•kk  would  itot  only  endanger  lb*  mfetjr  of  the  public,  but  (a* 
•ueoets  iu  tlto  treatment  «tf  the  cholera  ha*  been  found  audaty 
to  depend  on  otedkal  awiatance  having  been  given  in  the  «ar> 
lioM  stage  of  the  diaeaae)  would  likewke  deprive  the  patient 
of  bU  bent  rhan<'«  of  recovery. 

To  carry  into  e^t  tho  separation  of  the  aick  from  tbe 
bealtby,  it  would  be  very  expedient  that  one  or  more  houece 
should  be  kept  in  view  in  each  town  or  its  neighbourhood,  as 
place*  to  whkh  every  ease  of  tbe  dinase,  a*  soon  a*  detected, 
might  be  mntived,  provided  the  fomily  of  the  alfocted  person 
evTOsent  to  eweb  removal,  and  in  earn  of  rifasaJ,  a conspicuous 
mark  ("  >Skk,'*)  slnmld  be  placed  in  front  of  the  house,  to 
warn  penum  that  it  i«  la  guarantlne ; and  even  when  person* 
with  the  disease  shall  have  been  removed,  and  the  house  «hal] 
have  been  purified,  the  word  “ raution**  should  be  subetituted 
a*  lienoUuf  suspicion  of  the  dissase,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
such  bouse  diy  I not  b*  at  liberty  to  move  out  or  ronunuttkata 
with  other  person*  unlit,  by  the  authority  of  the  kcal  board, 
the  mark  shall  have  been  rasnowsL 

Wherever  it  may  be  allowed  to  remove  the  tick  from  their 
babitatWa*  to  tbe  prsvioualy  selected  and  detached  buUdings, 
the  bouses  from  which  they  have  been  eo  reuurved,  a*  well  m 
tbe  houses  in  which  the  *kk  has  chosen  to  rvUMtin,  should  b* 
thoroughly  purified  in  the  fidlowiug  manner 

llecayed  ankle*,  such  as  rags,  cordage,  papers,  cM  clothes, 
hangings,  should  bs  burnt ; filib  of  every  description  removed, 
elotblng  and  furniture  should  be  submitted  to  copious  effu- 
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sions  of  water,  and  boiled  in  a strong  ley ; drains  and  privies 
thoroughly  cleansed  by  streams  of  water  and  chloride  of  lime  ; 
ablution  of  wood  work  should  be  performed  by  a strong  ley  of 
soap  and  water  j the  walls  of  the  house,  from  the  cellar  to  the 
garret,  should  l>e  hot  lime-washed,  all  loose  and  decayed  pieces 
of  plastering  should  be  removed. 

Free  and  continued  admission  of  fresh  air  to  all  parts  of  the 
house  and  furniture  should  be  enjoined  for  at  least  a week. 

It  is  recommended  that  those  who  may  fall  victims  to  this 
formidable  disease,  should  be  buried  in  a detatched  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  house  that  may  have  been  select'd  for  the 
re<»'ption  of  cholera  patients.  By  this  regulation  it  is  intended 
to  coniine  as  much  as  possible  every  source  of  infection  in  one 
spot ; on  the  same  principle,  all  persons  who  may  be  employed 
in  the  removal  of  sick  from  their  own  houses,  as  well  as  all 
those  who  may  attend  »ij)on  cholera  patients  in  the  capacity  of 
of  nurses,  should  live  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  cwnmunity. 

Much,  however,  may  be  done,  even  in  these  difficult  circum- 
stances, by  following  the  same  principles  of  prudence,  and 
avoiding  all  unnecessary  communication  with  the  public  out 
of  doors  ; all  articles  of  food,  or  other  necessaries  required  by 
the  family,  should  be  jdaced  in  the  front  of  the  house,  and  re- 
ceived by  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  house,  after  the  person 
delivering  them  shall  have  retired. 

Until  the  time  during  which  the  contagion  of  cholera  lies 
dormant  in  the  human  frame,  has  been  more  accurately  ascer- 
tained, it  will  be  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  perfect  security, 
that  convalescents  from  the  disease,  and  those  who  have  had 
communication  with  them,  should  be  kept  under  observation 
for  a period  not  less  than  20  days. 

The  occupiers  of  each  house  where  the  disease  may  occur, 
or  be  supposed  to  have  occurred,  are  enjoined  to  report  the 
fact  immediately  to  the  local  board  of  health  in  the  town  where 
they  reside,  in  order  that  the  professional  member  of  such 
board  may  immediately  visit,  report,  and  If  permitted  to  do 


»o,  muite  the  patient  to  be  mnored  to  the  pkoe  allotted  to  tb« 
kirk. 

In  every  town  the  oamr  and  rMidenre  of  each  of  the  mein> 
beiM  ot  the  dhftrict  committee  nhonld  be  fiaed  an  the  doare  of 
the  rJiurch,  or  other  conapiruoua  place. 

AU  intereourae  with  any  infected  town*  and  the  neif^hbour. 
io((  oountry,  muat  be  prevented  by  the  beat  aaenns  within  the 
power  of  the  man;iatratr%  who  will  have  to  make  regulation* 
for  the  tupply  of  provkuoii*  i bat  >urh  ngnlotioo*  are  intended 
only  for  axtremc  caeca  : and  the  diftrnlly  of  carryinK  auch  a 
plan  into  afla^t  on  any  entanded  aoala  will  undauhtediy  be 
great,  but  aa  a prerautioo  af  grtnt  impatrtanca,  it  is  moat  <•- 
tentiah  that  it  akould  be  an  ol^ect  of  cnaiiMleratitm,  in  order 
to  guard  against  the  spreading  of  the  infectioa. 

'I  be  Board  parttcuiarly  invites  attevtian  to  a fact  cuofirmed 
by  all  the  conuaunicatioas  lecaivad  from  abroad, — ris.,  that 
the  poor,  ill-fed,  and  unhealthy  part  of  the  population,  and 
mpacialiy  thwa  who  have  been  addicted  to  drinking  epiritoua 
liqoort,  and  indulgence  of  irreguksr  hahiu,  have  been  the 
the  grmteat  suBerers  from  this  disease,  and  that  the  infeetian 
has  been  atoat  virulent,  and  has  spreswi  more  rapidly  and  ex- 
leMiveiy  in  the  diatricts  af  towna  where  the  atreeta  are  nar- 
row, and  the  papulation  crowded,  and  where  little  or  no  atten- 
ti««  has  been  paid  to  cJaanlincaa  or  ventilation.  They  are 
aware  of  the  diAculty  of  removing  the  evUa  referred  to,  active 
endenvoun  of  all  magistratet,  roaideot  dergyman,  and  pemms 
of  iaflaence  or  auUi«arity,  to  promote  their  mitigation,  and  aa 
the  amount  iff  danger,  and  neccaaity  of  precaution,  may  bacoane 
wore  apparent,  they  will  look  with  incrensad  oonfideme  to  the 
individual  exertion  of  thoaa  who  may  be  enabled  to  employ 
them  beoeftcially  in  furtharanoe  of  the  snggestionc  above  stated. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  COLLEGE  OF  FHYHl- 
CIANS,  Otx.  80. 

I'ha  fallowing  are  the  early  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  its 
moat  marked  form,  as  it  occurred  to  the  ohaervation  of  Dr. 
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Kuwell  and  Dr.  Barry,  at  St.  Petersburgh,  corroborated  by 
the  accounts  from  other  places,  where  the  disease  has  prevail* 
ed  : — 

Giddiueas,  sick  stomach,  nervous  agitation,  intermitted, 
slow,  or  small  pulse,  cramps  beginning  at  the  tops  of  the  fin- 
gers and  toes,  and  rapidly  approaching  the  trunk,  give  the  first 
warning. 

Vomiting  or  purging,  or  both  these  evacuations,  of  a liquid 
like  rice-water,  or  whey,  or  barley-water,  come  on  j the  fea- 
tures become  sharp  and  contracted,  the  eye  sinks,  the  look  is 
expressive  of  terror  and  wildness  ; the  lips,  face,  neck,  hands’ 
and  feet,  and  soon  alter  the  thighs,  arms,  and  whole  surface, 
assume  a leaden,  blue,  purple,  black,  or  deep  brown  tint,  ac- 
cording to  the  complexion  of  the  individual,  varying  in  shade 
with  the  Intensity  of  the  attack.  The  fingers  and  toes  are 
reduced  In  size,  the  akin  and  soft  parts  covering  them  are 
wrinkled,  shrivelle<l,  and  folded  ; the  nails  put  on  a bluish 
pearly  white;  the  larger  superficial  veins  are  luarked  by  flat 
lines  of  a deeper  black;  the  pulse  becomes  either  small  as  a 
threat!, 'and  scarcely  vibrating,  or  else  totally  extinct. 

The  skin  is  deadly  cold,  and  often  damp,  the  tongue  always 
moist,  often  white  and  loaded,  but  flabby  and  chilled,  like  a 
piece  of  dead  flesh.  The  voice  is  nearly  gone  ; the  respiration 
quick,  irreg^ilar,  and  Imperfectly  performed.  The  patient 
8]>eaks  in  a whisp<>r.  He  struggles  for  breath,  and  often  lays 
his  hand  on  his  heart  to  point  out  the  seat  of  his  distress. 
Sometimes  there  are  rigid  spasms  of  the  legs,  thighs,  and  loins. 
The  secretion  of  urine  is  totally  susi>ended  ; vomiting  and 
purgings,  which  are  far  from  being  the  most  important  or 
dangerous  symptoms,  and  which  in  a very  great  number  of 
cases  of  the  disease  have  not  been  profuse,  or  have  been  arrest- 
ed by  medicine  in  the  attack,  succeed. 

It  is  evident  that  the  most  urgent  and  peculiar  symptom  of 
this  disease  is  the  sudden  depression  of  the  vital  jwwers ; prov- 
ed by  the  diminished  action  of  the  heart,  the  coldness  of  the 
surface  and  extremities,  and  the  stagnant  state  of  the  whole 
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rircuUtlon.  It  i«  important  to  mdT<^  to  thin  fact,  M pointinic 
out  the  instant  meaamrs  which  may  safrly  an4  benr6cially  be 
employed  where  medical  aid  cannot  immediately  be  procured. 
All  means  tendirif  to  restore  the  eirmktion  and  maintain  the 
warmth  of  the  body  dtouid  be  iiad  recourse  to  without  delay. 
The  patients  should  always  immediately  b«  put  to  bed,  wrap- 
ped up  In  hot  blankets,  and  warmth  should  be  sustained  by 
other  eateroal  apidicatioos,  such  as  repeated  (HetiiMM  with 
rtannels  and  camphorated  spiriu ; poultices  of  mustard  and 
linseed  (equal  parts)  to  the  stomach,  panksdariy  where  pain 
and  romiting  exist ; similar  pouitkea  to  the  feet  and  teKs,  to 
restore  their  warmth.  The  returning  heat  of  the  boriy  may 
be  promoted  by  bstgs  contaioinf  hot  aalt  ar  bran  applied  to 
different  parts  of  it.  For  the  same  purpose  sf  restoring  and 
sustaining  eirculaiion,  white  wine  whey,  with  spke,  hot 
brandy  and  water,  or  sal  roiatlle.  In  the  dow  of  a teaapoaafttl 
in  hot  a-ater,  frequently  repeated,  or  from  ire  to  twenty  drops 
of  some  of  the  essential  oils,  as  peppermint,  dorea,  or  ci^)eput, 
in  a wine  glaas  «»f  water,  may  be  administered ; with  the  same 
view,  where  the  stomach  will  hear  it,  warm  broth  with  spke 
may  he  employed.  1 n very  severe  rases,  or  where  medical  aid 
is  difficult  to  be  obtained,  from  3f0  to  ill  drops  of  Isudanum 
may  be  given,  In  any  of  the  vrarm  drinks  previously  recom- 
mended. 

These  simple  means  are  proposed  as  resourtsa  in  the  inci- 
pient stage  of  the  disease,  where  medical  aid  has  not  yet  b<um 
obtained. 

HEKKY  HALFORD,  Pmldent  of  the  BoaivL 

.WARNING  TO  THE  BRITISH  PUBLIC 
AcaiMSTTHC  ALAaxiMO  Arrao.tm  or  rna  imdias  (MOLims. 
JBy  SJ/t  GILBERT  BLANE,  Bari.  F.R.S. 
October,  1831. 

The  Writer  of  this  has  been  irreMstlUy  impelled  to  this 
task  by  a sense  of  duty  to  his  Country,  and  his  unfeigned 
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anxiety  for  its  safety,  embracing  tliat  of  his  friends  and  family, 
and  he  will  c.onfes,  even  the  small  residue  of  his  own  life,  the 
remnant  of  old  age  and  growing  infirmities. 

In  case  it  should  be  asked  who  is  he  who  thus  puts  himself 
so  forward  on  this  occasion  ; it  is  due  to  the  public  U)  answer 
by  shewing  what  claims  he  has  to  their  confidence. 

He  has  for  more  than  fifty  years  applied  his  mind  to  studies 
and  duties  nearly  connected  w’ith  subjects  of  this  nature.  His 
first  public  situation  was  that  of  physician  to  the  great  fleets 
which  were  employed  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  coast  of 
North  America,  during  the  three  or  four  last  years  of  the 
American  war  ; he  served  for  seven  years  as  a Commissioner 
of  sick  and  wounded  seamen  in  the  late  war  ; he  was  dispatch- 
ed In  1H09  by  the  llritlsh  Government  on  a si»ecial  mission 
to  the  island  of  Walcbereu  to  inspet;t  and  report  on  the  state 
of  an  army  of  nearly  forty  thousand  men  then  serving  In  Zea- 
land, and  lalamring  under  a most  disastrous  state  of  sickness  : 
he  has  Iwen  twelve  years  of  his  life  Physician  to  .St.  Thomas  i 
Hospital : he  may  say  that  he  was  engaged  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years  in  extensive  private  practice,  and  was  Senior  Phy- 
sician to  his  late  Majesty  George  IV.  during  the  whole  of  his 
reign. 

It  is  not  likely  tliat  a paternal  Government,  like  our  own, 
should  be  uiiheedful  of  the  extifme  danger  of  the  country,  and 
they  accordingly  established  a Board  of  Health  some  months 
ago,  for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  progress  of  a disease  so 
novel,*  so  rapid  in  its  progress,  so  alarmingly  near  in  its  ap- 
proaches : 80  rapid  and  so  near  indeed,  that  the  writer  of  this 
ventures  to  predict,  that  unless  some  early,  energetic,  and  well- 
judged  measures  for  Its  exclusion  and  prevention  be  adopted, 
it  will  be  contrary  to  the  analogy  of  its  past  progress  if  it  does 

•There  are  some  obscure  notices  of  it  in  an  ancient  writer, 
and  what  is  believed  to  be  an  incorrect  description  of  it  in  some 
parts  of  India  about  seventy  years  ago.  Sec  Dr.  Hawkins  s 
Description  of  the  Cholera  in  Russia. 
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nut  ntftkf  iu  nppcnnmr#  in  tli«  fdutrrn  CM»ts  ef  BukUihI  ur 
Scutland  in  a tim«  too  frifhtt'ul  to  name.  And  the  writer  «f 
thU  eannot  in  conacience  abatain  from  mentioning,  with  due 
deferenee  to  the  amiroe  from  which  the  iaotrurtioas  of  the 
a1iovr-ineut!otied  Board  emanate,  that  be  is  huinUy  uf  opinion, 
(hat  it  is  a material  nniiwion  in  them,  that  the  labours  uf  the 
Board  are  not  required  to  oomroenee  till  the  disease  has  actual- 
ly made  a landing,  and  taken  effect  in  the  country,  without 
refrrenre  to  aurfa  sidutary  means  as  might  hs  had  recourm  to 
for  repelling  and  barring  it  out  as  it  were.  ITiis  has  restrict- 
ed and  rendered  in  a great  meswure  nugMory  the  steps  that 
have  been  hitherto  recommended,  which  tonsist  weiviy  in  ths 
publicatUm  of  some  papers  descriptive  ttf  the  steps  advlsaUe  to 
be  taken  for  arrating  the  prngrass  and  eradicating  the  infec- 
tion when  it  shall  appear  ; and  the  rantingfstt  good  effects  of 
tbme  are  also  rendered  abortive  hy  their  being  of  a nature  so 
coercive  and  compulsory,  that  they  mn  the  risk  of  being  fait, 
and  perhaps  resisted,  as  incusiipatibls  with  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  KnglUh  an  otf^ection  expreoved  by  tht 

Btsuvl  itself.  Uestdesi,  the  psunphlet  esataining  the  descrip- 
tion uf  the  preventive  measures  is  too  bulky  fur  ths  gvacml 
(ircuiatioo  which  would  be  necssssry  for  giving  it  eifiKt  by 
stoppiog  and  eradhating  the  dfatease ; and  the  writer  of  this 
uiidsrstamU  from  bis  eorrsspondetice  with  the  Board  that  there 
is  no  intention  of  adapting  immediately  any  further  means. 
But  tram  the  statement  above  made,  such  means  seem  shin 
luteiy  nscesasry,  and  are  here  thrown  into  the  compass  of  s 
single  sheet,  the  fruits  of  the  writer's  studies  adapted  fur  an 
early,  speedy,  and  universal  c.lrcuiatkm  smoog  the  British  ooss- 
munity,  particularly  in  the  sea-port  towns  ou  the  east  coast  of 
England  and  Scotland,  which  may  be  readily  done  by  the 
quick  methods  of  cotiveyance  by  sea  and  land  now  in  use. 
In  making  these  communications,  particular  attsntion  ihrmid 
be  psud  to  what  may  be  described  as  the  squalid  part  of  the 
popubtion.  For  hs  again  asserts  that  sbooid  this  most  ter- 
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rible  of  all  scourges  ever  a]>pear  on  British  ground,  it  would 
first  do  so  on  the  eastern  coasts  fronting  the  Baltic  sea,  the 
mouths  of  the  Elbe  and  Weser. 

This  mention  of  the  squalid  jKtpulation  leads  the  writer  to 
an  exposition  of  the  practical  means  which  it  is  his  chief  object 
to  propos*'  for  re|»elling,  arresting,  barring  out  am  it  were,  this 
enemy,  before  having  to  grapple  with  him  on  his  actual  in- 
vasion. 

The  means  alluded  to  are  founded  on  the  following  law, 
which  this  as  well  as  all  other  species  of  infection  observe  more 
or  less  in  diffusing  themselves.  It  is  found,  that  the  squalid 
])opulation  do,  by  their  filth,  stench,  bad  clothing,  bad  and 
scanty  diet,  and  other  constituents  of  misery,  not  only  contract 
and  harlM*ur  infection,  but  attract,  as  it  were ; Insomuch  that 
it  always  happens  that  in  such  spots  it  first  takes  effect,  and 
if  there  are  no  sui-h  s]K>ts,  the  whole  community  is  safe  '1  his 
will  be  best  illustrated  by  an  example.  When  the  Court  left 
London  on  occasion  of  the  last  plague  in  1G65,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon,  who  accompanied  them,  relates,  in  the 
History  of  his  own  Life,  that  the  calamity  had  fallen  almost 
exclusively  on  the  miserable  and  indigent,  so  that,  on  their 
return,  they  missed  very  few  of  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. It  cannot  lie  doubted  that  since  this  great  and  last 
plague  there  has  been  fre<[uent  and  abundant  importation  of 
the  virus  of  infection  from  the  manifold  increase  of  cominarce, 
but  that  it  has  proved  innocuous  from  its  not  finding  its  proper 
nidus. 

Upon  such  facts  are  founded  certain  means  not  liable  to  the 
objection  of  harshness  and  illegality,  and  are  applicable  before 
the  arrival  of  the  disease,  and  more  likely  to  be  peaceably 
adopted  at  the  quiet  recommendation  of  an  individual,  than  If 
they  proceed  from  the  hand  of  power.  Instead,  therefore,  ot 
the  business  being  taken  in  hand  by  soldiers,  sheriffs  officei"s, 
and  other  emissaries  of  coercion,  certain  lenient  measures  may 
be  adopted  within  the  ministration  of  unarmed  civilians,  such 
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w UHMe  in  the  CommiMion  of  the  Pcoee  or  heodi  of  Corpo* 
rmtloiM,  mi<4  obure  ail,  of  th«  Cltrgy. 

It  U Mid  aomowbere,  that  obaaiioeM  la  next  to  fodlmoa*,  a 
text  arhkh  nai<ht  moat  approprtaudj  be  dUcuaaed  from  th« 
pulpit  ; at  aay  rate,  by  domu-iliary  adanonitory  viaita,  lying  ao 
admirably  within  the  aphere  of  clerical  duty.  But  if  brooou. 
BMipa,  and  aiap  are  ubjertkmable  on  the  acora  of  diguily,  the 
«ani«  cannot  be  aaid  of  iatempenui«e,  for  the  aenouraa  of  wbioh 
no  wurda  can  be  found  adequate  ; for  referable  to  tkia  rko  are 
not  only  the  Iom  of  bralth,  premature  death,  atnl  IndieMoat 
auflorinx,  but  idienaaa,  aedititm,  and  extiortiua  of,  and  iiidif- 
breooa  to,  ail  niigioaa  ttUigatione  and  relatire  dntiaa,  a«  proeed 
by  the  vicioua  appiicathwi  of  wageo  iatpcrfactly  earned  in  con- 
•equence  af  the  debility,  U1  hMdtb,  and  aloth  induced  by  mteh 
habita,  to  allay  the  eraringa  of  a dopraved  appetite,  iiwtead  of 
providing  bread  for  theiiuwlvea  and  thehr  familiea.  And  were 
not  the  dlagraeeful  outragea,  the  delirkMH  tuadneoa  and  wkhed. 
Bead  whb-b  broke  out  thia  time  laat  year,  ehiedy  imputable  to 
ibe  aame  cauee  7 I allude  to  the  deetruetiou  of  human  wbaiet* 
enee  by  fire,  and  of  the  renewal  of  whlrh  there  ia  now  mbw 
apprarance. 

JSaw  what  I mean,  with  the  otmoet  humility  and  deferenor. 
bat  aameatireo*,  auch  aa  are  due  to  tboee  whooa  I addreai,  the 
truly  raverend  and  rvapeeuble  body  of  the  Ilritiith  Clergy,  U 
to  auggmt  what  baa  bean  dcaply  imprinted  on  my  own  mlwl 
by  my  profoadtmal  puraults,  that  the  excruciating  aufferiiq^ 
attaodant  an  the  dimoae  in  quaetUia  arc  audb,  that  if  inculcated 
with  due  gravity  aa  a aanetion  of  thoae  prrauMive  adnuMitiona 
which  might  be  addreaaad  to  the  labouring  pottr,  it  U impna- 
*tble  but  that  practical  and  efilcieot  impreaaioa  would  be  made 
even  on  the  munt  ignorant  and  ot>durate  auh^ecta.  I am  «wi. 
slbte  that  MMue  apology  ia  due  on  my  part  for  thia  pevaumptian, 
but  a little  explanation  will,  I apprehend,  remove  all  rauae  of 
offence ; for  without  auch  informatiun  aa  madkal  men  alone 
are  qualified  to  fumiah,  clergymen  could  not  be  aware  of  the 
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power  of  the  instrument  which  is  put  into  their  bonds  ; they 
could  not  be  aware  that  this  disease  may,  with  truth,  be 
{tainted  as  one  which  is,  of  all  others,  attended  w'ith  such 
horrible  torments,  as,  adequately  appreciated  and  described, 
may  be  deemed  in  effect  of  espial  potency  with  the  gallows  as 
a dissuasive  to  vice — certainly  far  more  teiTible  than  trans- 
portation for  life.  Very  few  indeed  escape  with  their  life  ; and 
temptiral  punishments  have  the  advantage  of  proximity  over 
those  denounced  in  the  life  t<>  come.  The  only  palliating  cir- 
cumstance is  the  shortness  of  the  inter\'al  b<?tween  the  attack 
and  the  grave.  But  how  is  this  ]>ast  ? In  the  midst  of  health 
the  enemy  strikes  like  lightning,  clings  to  the  victim,  inflicting 
the  most  horrible  ogonies,  throwing  the  whole  frame,  limbs 
l)ody  and  vitals,*  into  convulsive  and  spasmodic  sulTerlugs, 
com|mrable  only  to  the  unutterable  anguish  said  to  be  inflicted 
by  the  Inquisition.  Of  natural  diseases  the  nearest  approach- 
ing to  it  is  probably  one  of  rare  occurrence  named  Ilevs\  and 
Miserere  in  l.atin,  the  Iliac  jmssion  in  common  parlamv. 

Before  pna^ceding  further,  it  is  my  wish  to  settle  the  exact 
import  of  certain  terms. 

Tile  epithets  contagious  and  infectious  I emjdoy  as  synony- 
mous ; but  I avoid  the  use  of  Imth  as  much  as  possible,  and 
comprehend  them  lioth  under  the  term  communicable.  It  is 
also  desirable,  with  a view  to  perspicuity,  to  state,  that  of  the 
two  terms  epidemick  aiul  cndemick,  both  denoting  diseases  of  a 
general  and  simultaneous  prev.ileuce  in  a great  community,  I 
understand  by  the  former  (epidemick)  those  which  proisied 
from  the  exhalations  or  secretions  of  a body  labouring  under 
the  same  disease  ; of  this  the  plague  may  serve  as  an  example — 


• In  some  rare  cases  the  limbs  are  thrown  into  the  most 
hideous  convulsions  a few  hours  after  death,  a circumstance 
not  recorded  in  any  case  either  ancient  or  modern. 

f It  was  the  great  good  fortune  of  the  writer  of  this  to 
attend  successfully  a personage  of  the  most  exalted  rank  in 
this  realm,  in  an  attack  of  this  disorder. 
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by  th«  other  (endemick)  i»  meant  ■ dieeme  which  proceed* 
from  the  exhaletiotu  of  the  earth ; of  whkh  intermittent 
freer,  oommooly  railed  ague,  may  otrr*  a*  an  exaiD|de.  The 
want  of  attention  to  thla  simple  distiaction  ha*  giyeo  occasion 
to  an  iocredibie  aoMNint  of  unintelltgiMc/atrpoa,  and  molliplied 
aopbistrie*  in  the  wearMome  eoatroreray  regarding  contagion. 
I need  not  add  that  the  epidemkk  alone  are  oontagiows  that 
k,  communicable ; the  other,  the  eutfemick,  aerer  ao. 

And  in  order  to  diaentaiigie  the  suljerv  fratn  further  risk 
of  ambiguity,  it  hi  only  nei  iwwarr,  in  addition  to  the  durrimi- 
iiatiag  eharacter  already  mentioned,  toenamerate  a lew  of  the 
most  remarkahie  pecnliiiritiea,  partictUariy  those  martuug  its 
diilereiKO  from  the  EagUsh  cholera,  rsennisig  tndtmioiJjf  in 
the  enJ  of  summer  and  beginning  of  attUtsan.  The  dis- 
I'harges  in  the  Indian  disease  consist  of  a U^[uid  resemhling 
thin  gniel ; in  the  English  dhtnse  they  are  leculeat  and 
hilimta.  The  origin  and  main  amt  of  both  is  the  howek ; sad 
I repeat  that-after  striking  a pereon  apparently  in  good  health 
like  Ugfatnbtf,  it  nertr  quits  him  till  throwing  his  whole 
frame,  yitala,  body,  and  limbo,  into  a stats  of  suflsriag  iaoom- 
parably  more  yitdont  than  the  EngUah  malady,  it  destroys  liie 
in  a few  huan,  froqueoUy  in  a single  hoctr  or  leas  If  ihtre 
is  any  dimaBe  known  in  England,  whkh  is  in  point  of  suffer, 
ing  eomparaUe  to  the  former,  it  is  the  fimu  already  asentimi. 
ed.  But  the  most  important  difiormso,  politiraily  roosiden<d. 
is  that  the  Indian  ctudera  has  now,  after  long  diacnasinn  and 
•sMitrororsy,  bsen  admitted  to  be  eammmmtMe,  whemas  the 
English  has  avrer  hem  suspected  of  this. 

And  as  there  la  no  way  more  aiaipie  and  roariarlng  to 
emsbtlsh  the  conimanicaMe  nature  of  the  disrami  now  in 
question,  than  a short  narrative  of  iu  origin  and  progress 
from  the  nu>uih  of  the  Ganges  to  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  and 
the  hanks  of  the  Elbe,  ia  Interesting  though  melaaHloh’  bis- 
lory  may  here  be  related. 

Its  origin  can  be  disUnctly  traced  to  a place  called  Jesaere, 
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in*ar  on**  hundred  nnles  N.E.  of  Calcutta,  to  which  it  wiw 
brought  in  August  1817,  in  w>n(M*quence  of  tome  obscure 
*)<*x:urrt*nce  of  unwholesome  clrcuin8tanc«*s  affecting  the  natirea, 
such  as  have  been  known  in  other  instances  to  have  creat**d 
new  distiases  in  Great  Britain  and  tither  jiarts  of  the  world. 
Preparations  were  then  making  for  the  Pindarree  war,  by 
the  assemblage  of  a military  force,  its  stores  and  l>aggage, 
which  move*l  up  the  Ganges  t<*  Upp**r  India,  accompanied  by 
this  **pidemlc,  and  spreading  it  on  all  sides  against  the  peri- 
odical monsoon  to  the  skirts  of  the  Himalaya  mountains,  in 
iifi  irregular  manner  peculliu*  to  itself,  and  continued  to  cling 
to  the  anny  in  its  movements,  which  were  next  directe<l  t*> 
the  wiuthward,  in  the  direction  of  the  Presidency  of  Bombay’ 
which  place  it  reached  in  August  1818,  still  atteude*!  by  the 
epidemic  in  its  j>eculiHrly  desultory  and  anomalous  manner  of 
progress.  From  hence  it  took  a direction  eastward,  crossing 
the  Uecan,  still  pursuing  the  line  of  human  intercourse  and 
the  seat  of  war  till  it  reached  tlie  coast  of  Coromandel,  along 
which  it  took  a southerly  direction,  till  it  rea**hed  that  part  ot 
it  which  lies  abreast  of  Ceylon,  from  the  northern  extremity 
of  which  it  is  distant  aljout  half  a degree  of  latitude.  The 
transition  therefore  was  easy,  *ind  was  made  at  this  very 
point,  railed  Jaffnapatam,  from  whence  It  spread  rapidly, 
making  dreadful  ravages.  At  one  of  its  ports,  ralle<l  Tritico- 
malee,  it  got  on  board  of  the  shijiping,  and  broke  out  in  the 
Topaze  frigate,  in  which  sevenl  men  were  seized  and  died  ; 
and  that  vessel  having  sailtKl  from  thence  with  tlie  disease  on 
board  for  Manritius,  a voyage  of  three  thousand  miles,  she 
arrive*!  there  in  the  end  of  October,  and  the  disease  appeare<l 
there  in  less  than  three  week*,  where,  by  the  llei>ort  made  hy 
the  Governor,  It  prevailed  to  the  Ifws  of  seven  thousand  lives, 
th*'  disease  having  there  not  b**en  believe*!  to  be  communicable. 
From  the  coast  of  Coromandel  and  Ceylon  it  took  a dire**.fion 
eastward.  Crossing  the  bay  of  Bengal  it  made  its  appearaiu'c 
on  the  opposite  coast,  from  whence  it  made  its  way  through 
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the  Strftit*  of  Mmkkrea  «k1  Suodo,  and  throufh  the  freot 
liHtioii  Airblpelaco  to  Chino,  where  it  fir»t  opfieored  In 
1880.  It  ought  to  hove  been  remarked,  in  relating  what 
iuippeiied  at  Mauritio*,  that  though  the  devaatatlon  w»e  moat 
drplumbie,  an  Inutructlre  (act  arose  out  of  it;  for  iu  the 
neighbouring  Island  of  liourbon,  which,  though  belonging  to 
France,  maiutaioa  a frequent  intercourae  with  Maurititw,  the 
disease  wa*  barred  otrt  by  a rig«»roue  qtiarantbw,  the  Goremor 
being  impressed  with  the  conrictiun  of  its  being  communka- 
ble-  There  was  indeed  an  exception,  which  comdjoraied  the 
proof ; for  in  coosequenoe  of  a contraband  rtaarl  of  on#  island 
having  iuterwione  with  one  behntgiag  to  the  other,  about  two 
hundred  lives  were  lost  between  the  harbour  and  the  gate  ot 
the  town,  where  it  was  so  effirrtually  arrested  by  rigorous  sep- 
aratiou,  and  sending  the  subjects  aArted  to  the  laaaretto,  that 
BO  more  caoss  ecruired.  Through  aaoUMV  rtnnmunkatioa  by 
sea  it  wsA  carried  from  Bombay  to  Persia  in  1881,  by  the 
trade  carried  on  through  the  Golf  of  Onaux,  so  aa  to  diffuse 
itself  through  the  whole  of  that  empire,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  great  dtisa  af  Teheran,  the  amt  of  Govemnient,  and 
Ispahan,  which  were  Mieved  ta  have  been  mved  by  the  Ga- 
vernuient  ordering  the  raravans,  the  route  of  which  this  die* 
rase  had  followed,  to  pam  by  another  route  ; and  thb  infenmee 
is  corroboralml  by  Iu  having  re-appeared  at  Teheran  in  the 
year  1888,  a year  iu  whkh  the  preosutioa  abovo-meritioned 
had  been  neglected. 

In  aoeordanoe  with  the  skett^h  which  has  thus  far  tieen 
drawn  of  iu  progmw,  the  reader  wilt  be  prepared  to  learn 
that  this  pestilence  was  conveyed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tigris, 
a river  falling  into  the  Golf  of  Ormux  ; from  whence  through 
lluaMtra  and  Bagdad,  it  ^qirmd  by  the  caravans  to  Syria  and 
iu  towns'on  the  Levant,  ao  well  known  in  European  emu- 
meree  ;*  and  that  by  the  mouths  of  the  Volga  falling  into  the 

* It  is  remarkaMe  enough  that  while  the  great  Oriental 
epidemic  appeared  thus  on  the  eastern  cxtmnity  of  the  Medi- 
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Casyinn  Sea  it  spread  to  Astracan,  o]>enin|i;  a wide  doer  into 
Russia,  throu)ih  which  it  q>read  in  1823.  Since  this  time  it 
has  been  threatening  the  whole  civilized  world,  having  reach- 
ed ]\Ios<'ow  tile  some  year.  Its  having  next  appeared  at  Oren- 
burg on  the  confines  of  Siberia,  then  at  Petersburgh,  and 
through  it  at  Riga,  Dantzick,  and  other  mercantile  towns  of 
the  Raltic,  is  too  recently  known  to  require  a detailed  narra- 
tive. Hut  its  arrival  at  Herlln  and  Vienna  in  the  course  of 
the  present  year  lias  rendered  the  alarm  too  serious  to  be  any 
longer  neglected,  and  we  are  assureil  by  the  Continental  Jour- 
nals that  it  has  broke  out  in  the  country  lying  between  the 
Baltic  and  the  £lbe,  the  alioriginal  residence  of  the  same 
Anglo-Saxons  who  visited  and  treacherously  overran  a certain 
kingdom,  on  which  they  stamped  their  name  about  thirteen  or 
(oiirteen  hundred  years  ago ; and  the  same  winds  may,  in  not 
many  hours,  wal’t  the  infectious  mutter  to  our  coast,  f 

Having  made  this  exjiosition  of  the  progress  of  the  malady, 
I wish  to  put  the  question  to  nny  man  of  siiund  intellect,  that 
is,  any  one  whose  mind  is  not  disipialifiod  by  imbecility  or 
prejudice  to  judge,  whether  he  can  deny,  nay,  whether  it  is  in 
his  power  to  resist  the  conviction,  that  this  is  a communicable 
disease.  How  indeed  Is  this  possible  in  contemplating  the 
continued  communication  of  it  by  humati  intercourse  over  con- 
tinents and  islands,  seas  ami  oceans,  and  without  its  uppear- 
ance  in  any  other  place,  to  which  it  cannot  be  trai'ctl  to  that 
line  ? The  main,  and  I believe  the  only  plausible  cause  of 
that  error,  has  lieen  the  great  number  that  have  escaped  the 
disease,  though  equally  exposed  to  the  cause  as  those  who  have 
)>een  attacked  by  it.  But  let  them  reflect  for  a moment,  what 
is  known  to  every  peasant,  that  the  same  holds  true  with  re- 

terranean,  the  great  Western  pestilence,  the  Yellow  Fever, 
was  raging  at  its  western  extremity,  Gibraltar,  Malaga,  Bar- 
celona, Leghorn,  &c. 

f Aleppo  was  also  attacked,  where  200  persons  confined  at 
the  residence  of  the  French  Consul  escaped  the  malady. 
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i;sr«l  to  the  onUmury  dia«MM  admitted  br  all  to  be  oommani- 
rehir,  Mrh  m nn*ll-pox  and  mrewlwt.  And  tixiu^b  all  oom- 
muflioabie  dienwM  hare  thU  In  omnMm,  they  all  dlflfer,  not 
nnty  aa  to  the  pmportioo  at  tboae  uaafk^'ted,  but  a*  to  the 
rate  of  mortality  of  tlMM  artaally  afferted  ; atoo  aa  to  the  auo- 
oefKihilitj  in  Tartoue  teniperaturea  and  rtinaati<a  la  the 
MnalWpox  and  tneaeten  fur  iootamn,  nanny  air  left  unairM<«ed, 
and  with  a wnalkr  deftrae  of  mortality  than  ha  the  ptaftw  and 
yellow  freer ; the  two  former  bare  alao  a wider  rmn«e,  for 
they  eprmd  Into  orery  tamer  of  the  hobhable  worid  ; where- 
as th*  two  other  are  only  known  in  certain  eiinmtee  and  de- 
irraas  tomporatm*  s and  in  tbk  nopot t,  h is  remarkaUe 
that  the  two  latter  differ  nanrh  fton  each  other,  for  the  ptafOr 
hm  oerer  been  known  in  the  torrid  or  ft%M  Moe ; and  the 
yaltow  farer  fana  hardly  been  known  bat  in  an  ataaoopherir 
temperatare  at  or  above  80  dograaa.* 

On  the  retixapfft  of  this,  it  ia  impomiMe  not  to  bore  aome 
feeiiai;  for  thorn  who  horo,  rtther  %TMron«ly  or  toe  haotily, 
iMKlentod  prerentire  precautloiM ; lor  an  the  enppeeition  that 
the  diseaae  in  queotion,  and  eoaM  othmx  ara  really  cammooi. 
cable,  the  inferente  ia  nnaroidahle,  that  not  only  ttwiiaamda, 
bat  myriads  have  perished  by  the  want  of  auth  promBttom. 

Boaidao  the  aripimonto  aridaft  out  of  the  klaiory  of  fto  ori- 
Kin  and  proareaa,  there  ia  otw  flaandod  on  a phyoioal  prtoclph\ 
which  by  a atrange  miseoneoption  has  boan  ealktnd  on  the  aide 
«>f  npn-«oatafioo  ; the  prlnoiple  ia,  that  the  raat  aamben  who 
eacapo  the  Indian  Cholara  ia  a proof  of  its  procaoding  I'raaa  thr 
atnoapberc^  and  not  from  the  living  morbid  human  body. 
Now,  what  can  be  moM  obviona  than,  that  if  it  pin naa dart 
from  the  aUnoaphere,  net  a aingle  aubjeet  cotild  aaeapn  far 
every  human  being,  ia  oonunon  with  all  living  eraatnrm,  nauat 
commauicato  either  by  respinatioa  or  otherwiae  with  the  vfvi*- 
lying  principle  of  the  atmoephere,  whether  pure  or  oontami- 

* And  the  Indian  cholera  la  not  prevent4Ml  from  spreading 
by  any  temperatare  or  ellmate. 
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nate<l ; whereas  if  it  proceeded  from  the  breath  or  jicrspi  ra- 
tion of  the  living  morbid  being,  it  is  not  only  conceivable,  but 
certain  that  vast  numbers  must  escape  by  never  coming  within 
the  sphere  of  the  morbid  exhalations  of  the  sick.  And  as  it 
is  of  the  utmost  moment  that  there  should  not  remain  “ a 
hinge  on  which  to  hang  a doubt”  on  this  question,  lest  it  should 
reJax  the  zeal  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  exclude  and  extin- 
guisli  this  horrible  epidemic,  the  following  argument  must  b«; 
addeil,  founded  e«iually  as  the  other  on  the  incontrovertible 
nature  of  things.  For  is  it  not  conformable  to  the  purest 
maxim  of  reason,  that  if  the  cause  of  this  disease  consists  in 
some  general  affection  of  the  atmosjthere  which  all  must 
breathe,  it  will  not  be  liinitMl  to  any  particular  houndarj’  of 
space  or  time,  that  is,  it  will  be.  contemporaneous  among  the 
(wminunity  resident  in  a district ; whereas  if  it  proceeds  fronj 
the  human  exhalations,  it  must  follow  exclusively  the  move- 
ments of  those  affected  by  it ; and  as  this  is  the  case  as  a mut- 
ter of  fact  and  observation  in  the  cholera,  it  follows  that  it 
must  be  communicable,  epidemic  and  progressive,  not  like 
agues,  confined  to  one  and  the  same  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 

As  it  is  another  peculiarity  of  this  dreadful  lmi)ending  dis- 
ease, to  re<iuire  above  all  others  an  early  and  energetic  prac- 
>ice  ; it  is  of  the  last  importance,  that  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  t-ommunity  at  large,  should  have  some  knowledge  of  what 
should  without  a moment’s  loss  of  time  be  put  in  practice, 
and  the  first  seizure  is  so  striking  that  there  can  be  no  excuse 
for  delay.  It  is  imjwrtant  to  observe  that  there  is  a certain 
characteristic  which  pervades  all  the  stages  of  this  disease, 
namely,  that  there  is  a notable  prostration  of  the  whole  powers 
of  life,  and  as  this  holds  true  also  of  those  who  are  most  sus- 
ceptible, this  practice  applies  to  diet  as  well  as  medicine  ; so 
that  those  who  can  afford  it  will  do  well,  in  order  to  fortify 
their  constitntions  against  an  attack,  to  adopt  a generous,  but 
perfectly  temperate,  and  moderate  style  of  life.  In  case  ol  an 
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itctua]  atUM'k,  Um*  proper  medicliMa  to  have  in  readinM*  f<nr  ad- 
ministration arr  tiiM'ture  of  upiiun,  more  comromly  known  by 
the  name  of  laudanum,  wkirb  ought  to  be  given  in  some  warm 
iwdiai  drink  to  the  amount  of  about  sixty  drofM,  that  is,  a 
middle-sized  tea-«poonfuI,  with  a tahle-apooaful  of  spiritauo 
liquor — brandy  has  bnen  ohiedy  reouBimecMied-  This  ought 
to  he  repeated  in  two  or  three  hours,  by  which  lime  medical 
aasistanee  may  pctdahly  bare  arrived.  In  the  mean  time  a 
hot  both  ought  to  be  prepared,  and  some  bot  imuriHhiug  brtHb. 
The  reinediea  on  wbirh  moot  deprndatMO  has  boen  placed  next 
to  tbose  abore- mentioned  are  cahmid,  in  the  done  of  twenty 
gmina,  and  blood-letting.  Among  the  aerondary  remedies 
may  he  mentioned  some  of  the  eosrotlal  oiU,  suoh  as  that  «d 
IVppennint  and  Cg}eputa. 

In  easa  the  reader  shotild  dlororer  aome  want  of  proper  style 
and  arrangement  in  the  preecding  psigea,  tho  writer  begs  to 
•dCrr  as  an  apology  his  age  and  iaftnaitisa,  aa  weQ  as  the  ar- 
gent neccosiiy  of  a speedy  clrmlatkm  of  the  knowledge  con- 
ulned  in  them,  and  it  was  neonsary  to  depart  somewhat  from 
technical  words  and  phraara,  thk  trart  being  Intonded  for  the 
peroml  of  those  who  may  be  dealgoated  fayiwni,  aa  distingalaheil 
from  thoae  srbo  are  members  of  the  imdeosiun. 


REMARKS  ON  THE  CHOLERA  MOUBLS, 

Ur  ax  XMIMXXT  BtaxmoMAM  PHTsietay. 

( From  th*  Lancolt  Oct,  22  J. 

It  need  searrely  be  said  how  much  it  beboreo  ail  medieal 
men  to  keep  in  view  the  subfoct  of  the  widr-^reading  riiolera, 
and  tkot  to  roilbr  themeelrw  to  be  led  frnrn  an  attentive  oon- 
sideraiion  of  all  that  appertains  to  it,  by  tb«  great  poiitieal 
qnaotioos  which  at  present  enavnlse  the  whole  kingdom. 

I totally  disagree  with  Dr.  Macmkhael,  aa  I believe  ousit 
psoplt  wil^  that  the  noSion  of  ecmtogmm  in  many  dianmes  is 
“ far  from  being  natural  an<l  ebvlotts  to  the  mind  tot,  since 
the  time  that  rontagloua  propertiee  have  been  gener^y  allowed 
to  heloag  to  certain  di leasts,  there  has  been  a strong  disposi- 
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tion  to  coiiiiider  this  as  the  most  natural  and  obvhms  mode 
of  explaining;  the  spreading  of  other  diseases.  A person  sees 
evidence  of  the  traiisniission,  mediate  as  well  as  immediate,  of 
siuali-|K*x,  from  one  person  to  another ; and,  in  other  diseases, 
the  origin  of  which  lies  in  obscurity,  he  is  greatly  prone  to 
assign  a similar  cause  wliich  may  seem  to  reconcile  things  so 
satisfactorily  to  his  mind.  For  iny  part,  I admit  that  I can 
more  ea.sily  comprehend  the  pro]>agation  of  certain  epidemics 
by  contagion,  than  I can  by  any  other  means,  when  unaccom- 
panied by  sensible  atimisplieric  changes  ; and  if  I reject  conta- 
gion in  cholera,  it  is  Itecause  whatever  we  have  in  the  sha]H‘ 
of  fair  evidence,  is  <piite  conclusive  as  to  the  non-existence  of 
any  such  |>rinciple.  lndee<l  abundance  of  evidence  now  lies 
before  the  ]>ublic,  from  various  sources,  in  proof  of  the  saying 
of  Fontenelle  iH-ing  fully  applicable  to  the  cholera — “ When 
a thing  Is  accounted  for  in  two  ways,  the  truth  is  usually  on 
the  side  most  opiawed  to  appearances."  How  well  mistaken 
opinions  as  to  cholera  ore  illustrated  in  a iMimphlet  which  has 
jast  ap|>eared  from  Dr.  Zoubkoff  of  M(«cow.  This  gentle- 
man, it  appears,  had  been  a Arm  believer  in  contagion,  until 
the  ex]H>rienct‘  afforded  him  during  the  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
ease in  that  city  proved  the  contrary.  He  tells  us  (p.  10), 
that  in  the  hospital  (Yakimanka)  he  saw,  “ to  his  great  aston- 
ishment, that  all  the  attendants,  all  the  soldiers,  handled  the 
sick,  sup]M>rted  their  heads  while  they  vomite«l,  ]>lac('d  them 
in  the  bath,  and  buried  the  dead  ; always  without  pn.'caution, 
and  always  without  being  attacke<l  by  cholera.’’  He  saw  that 
even  the  breath  of  cholera  patients  was  inhaltKl  by  others  with 
impunity ; he  saw  that  throughout  the  district  of  which  he 
had  charge,  the  disease  did  not  spread  through  crowded  build- 
ings, or  in  families  where  some  had  been  attacked,  and  that 
exjHtsure  to  exciting  causes  determined  the  attack  in  many  in- 
stances. He  saw  ail  this,  gives  the  public  the  benefit  of  the 
copious  notes  which  he  made  of  details  as  to  persons,  places,  &c. 
and  now  ridicules  the  idea  of  contagion  in  cholera.  Grant  to 
the  advo<‘ate8  of  contagion  in  cholera  but  all  the  data  they  re- 
ipiire,  and  they  will  afterwards  prove  every  disease  which  can 
be  mentioned  to  be  contagious.  Hundnsis  of  j>eople  we  will 
say,  for  instance,  come  daily  from  a sickly  district  to  a healthy 
<iiie,  and  yet  no  disease  for  some  tim<‘  apjiears  ; but  at  last  an 
“ inexplicable  condition  of  the  air,”  and  “ not  appreciable  to 
our  s<-nse8  " (admitted  by  Dr.  Macmichael  aud  others  as  liable 
to  oixrur,  but  only  in  aid  of  contagion),  takes  place ; oases  be- 
gin to  apjtear  about  a particular  day,  and  nothing  Is  now  more 
easy  than  to  make  out  details  of  arrivals,  there  being  a wide 
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IWM  for  M*]4>rti<in ; and  eren  how  individiul*  bad  (f»ok«n  to 
pMiMins  Mi(n(«|u«>ntl]r  attaclud — had  irto{>p<d  at  their  doon — 
had  paoNrd  their  bouwa,  kc.  : eamation  i«  at  oner  rauweetrd 
with  antrtrdmrr,  at  iraat  for  a thnr.  bjr  the  peo{dr  at  laffr. 
Who  M«  their  (orremment  putting  on  rordom  and  quarantinea. 
and  the  nxiat  vague  puMic  rumour  tteirmneo  an  awitmed  fact. 
\Vr  even  And,  aa  maf  be  *ren  in  the  q«iotati4m  given  from 
Ur.  Walker'*  report,  that  contagioniat*  are  driven  to  the 
“ lenirhow  or  other  '*  mode  of  the  Introdurtiou  of  fiMirra  b}' 
individuabi ; ao  that  it  may  be  deplored,  with  rmpert  to  this 
dtwww.  In  the  word*  of  Ikieon,  that  men  of  hmning  am  too 
frequently  M,  from  ignoranee  or  credulity,  to  avail  themaelYfo 
•if  mere  rumottr*  or  whbper*  of  intperience  a*  conflrmatiou, 
and  omtetifDM  aa  the  very  gronad-work,  of  their  phituaopby, 
aaeribing  to  them  the  aaroe  authority  aa  if  they  reated  upon 
Uyitimate  teatimony.  Like  to  a govemaoent  whUh  ^uld 
rrgnlote  ita  meaMirvM,  not  by  oAcial  infermation  of  iu  aocra- 
ditod  aroboaeador*,  but  by  the  goariplnga  of  aewaaaonger*  in 
the  atreeta.  Such,  In  truth,  te  tha  manner  in  which  the  in- 
tereata  of  phiknophy,  aa  far  a«  exprrieaee  fai  concerned,  have 
bkherto  h^  admi^ired.  Nothing  i*  fonnd  which  hae  been 
duly  iiiveotigated, — nothing  which  ha*  been  vrriflrd  by  a care- 
ful examination  of  pitaW.  ' 

1 n their  efforts  to  make  mit  their  nuu>.  ther*  would  atwui 
to  be  no  ood  to  the  contradiction*  and  incaf>*i*tetirioa  into 
which  the  adrocateo  of  rtmtagion  in  rhoiern  are  led.  At  one 
mutiient  vre  are  required  to  believe  that  the  disease  may  br 
transmitted  thrmigh  the  tnrdinm  of  an  unpuHAed  ietter,  ever 
wo*  and  continenta,  to  individual*  residing  in  countries 

widely  differing  in  climate,  white,  in  the  next,  we  are  toM 

regarding  the  numherWa*  Instances  of  prraona  of  all  hatdta 
who  raraalii  unattarked  though  In  chaw  coutact  with  the  dis- 
eased— that  the  cmtatitulion  of  the  atnuophere  necewiry  for 
the  germination  of  the  contagion  is  not  present ; and  this, 
aithotigh  we  aeo  the  diwaae  attacking  ail  indiacriminately, 
those  who  are  not  mmr  the  sick  aa  weU  aa  th<aie  who  ana  at  a 
very  short  distaore.  aa  on  the  opposite  side  of  a rarine,  of  a 
rivulet,  of  a barrack,  or  even  of  a mad.  lliey  amurne  that 
wherever  the  diaeaac  appears,  {Area  mtiaes  must  be  in  operation 
— contagion — pe«'uUar  atatea  of  atmosphere,  (heat  now  clenriv 
proved  not  amnuial,  aa  at  one  time  believed) — and  auacepti- 
biUty  in  the  habit  of  the  individual.  However  unphUoaophiraJ 
it  is  held  to  be  to  multiply  canam,  the  adrocateo  of  oontaglon 
are  not  likely  to  redore  the  number,  as  this  wotUd  at  ortre 
cramp  them  in  their  pleadings  before  a court  where  anphiatry 
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is  not  always  quickly  detected.  Those  who  see  irresistible 
inotlveH  for  (UsmiNsiiig  all  idea  of  contagion,  look,  on  the  con- 
trary, lor  the  production  of  cholera  to  Hources,  admitted  from 
remote  times  to  have  a i>owerful  intluence  on  our  systems, 
though  invisible — though  not  to  be  detected  by  the  ingenuity 
of  man — and  though  proved  tt>  exist  only  by  their  effects. 

IMany  who  do  not  believe  that  cbolera  can  be  propagattsl 
by  contagion  under  onlinary  circumstances,  have  still  a strong 
impression  that  by  crowding  patients  t<»getber,  as  in  hospitals 
or  in  a ship,  tlie  disea.se  may  acquire  contagious  properties. 
Now  we  find  that  when  the  experimentum  crucia  of  extensive 
experience  is  contrasted  with  tlie  feasibility  of  this,  cholera, 
like  ague,  lias  not  been  rendered  one  bit  more  contagious  by 
crowding  patients  together  than  it  has  been  shown  to  l>e 
under  other  circumstances.  We  do  not  require  to  be  told 
that  placing  many  persons  together  in  ill-ventilated  places, 
whether  they  laliour  under  ague,  or  catarrh,  or  rheumatism, 
or  cholera,  as  well  us  where  no  disease  at  all  exists  among 
them,  as  in  the  Calcutta  black-hole  affair,  and  other  instances 
which  might  be  quoted,  fever,  of  a malignant  form,  is  likely  to 
fie  the  coiisequeiiw,  but  assuredly  not  ague,  or  catarrh,  or 
rheumatism,  or  cholera.  On  this  jioint  we  are  furnislietl 
with  details  by  Ur.  Zouhkoff,  of  flioacow,  in  addition  to  the 
many  previously  on  record.  It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that 
on  a point  which  I have  already  referred  to,  this  gentleman 
says  (p.  43)  “ 1 shall  merely  observe  that  at  Moscow,  where 
the  police  arc  remarked  for  their  activity,  they  cannot  yet 
ascertain  who  was  the  first  individual  attacked  with  cholera. 
It  was  believed  at  one  time  that  the  disease  fiisit  showed  itself 
on  the  17th  of  September;  afterwards  the  15th  was  fixed 
upon,  au.l  at  last  persons  went  so  fur  Imck  as  August  and 
Jtily.’’  As  this  gentleman  had  been  a cxmtagiuni.st,  occupied  a 
veiw  responsible  situation  during  the  Moscow  epidemic,  and 
quotes  lime  and  place  in  support  of  his  asitertions,  1 (xmsider 
his  memoir  more  worthy  of  translation  than  fifty  of  your  Ke- 
raudrens. 

Respecting  those  mysterious  visitations  which  from  time  to 
time  afflict  mankind,  it  may  be  stated  that  we  have  a remark- 
able instance  in  the  “ dandy"  or  “ darigy”  disease  of  the  West 
India  Islands,  which,  of  laU(  years,  hiis  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  profession  as  being  quite  a iiewmala4ly,  though  nobody,  as 
far  as  I am  aware  of,  has  ever  stated  it  to  have  been  an 
imported  one.  We  find  also  that  within  the  last  three  years 
a disease,  quite  novel  in  its  character,  has  been  very^  prevalent 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris.  It  has  proved  fatal  in  many 


23 


inttancM,  and  th<P  pbyaictaoa,  unaUe  tuawifn  it  a piacr  under 
tbr  head  of  preriootiy-deMcrihod  dkeuae,  have  been  obliged  to 
inreut  the  term  **  Aentd^nuia”  fwr  it.  I am  not  atrare  that 
even  M.  Parhiet,  the  meiliaal  chief  of  qaaramine  in  France, 
ever  Mippooed  thia  diaeaae  to  have  been  vnporUd,  and  to  this 
hmir  the  cause  of  its  appearance  remains  in  as  much  obseuDrit; 
among  the  .Savans  of  Paris,  as  that  of  the  epidemic  rholeri. 

Considering  all  the  evidence  on  the  sobjeot  of  cholera  ia 
India,  in  Rumia,  IVnssta,  and  Austria,  one  can  acareely  sup> 
press  his  indignation  on  perceiving  that  Ihr.  Macmlehaal 
' p.  ,')I  of  his  pamphlet)  insinuates  that  the  ^Heading  of  the 
disease  in  Lurope  has  been  owing  to  the  views  of  the  ewt^ect 
taken  by  the  asedkal  men  ot  India. 

It)  turning  now  mure  partietdarly  to  the  work,  or  rather 
eompUatiun  of  I)r.  lUsaet  Hawkins,  let  us  sea  whether  we 
cannot  discover  among  what  be  termo  **  marks  of  haste*’ 
in  it  up  fur  **  (he  curiosity  of  the  puhlk,”  (cn(nioM|r, 

Dr.  Hawkins!)  susne  omissions  of  a very  important  nature 
on  tba  sul^ect  of  a dkiease  respecting  which  wo  pnoume  be. 
wished  to  etdighten  the  publicb  And  ftrst,  gianring  bark  to 
• bolera  in  the  Mauritius,  Dr.  Hawkins  might,  had  he  not 
hem  so  pressed  fur  time,  have  referred  to  the  appeoranw  of 
chtdera  in  at  Grandpurt  in  that  island  ( when,  aa  duty 

and  oArlally  aeorrtatned,  it  could  not  be  a quartloa  of  iatpor- 
tetion  by  any  idiip  whatever.  I'he  facitity  with  which  he 
supplies  US  with  ••  facts” — the yiifsr /arts  reprobated  hy  liacon, 
and  said  by  CuUen  to  pnaince  amre  mischief  in  our  profiasiiia 
than  false  theories — U quite  Mirprising ; ha  teila  ns,  point 
blank  (p.  31),  ^teakiug  of  India,  that  *•  when  cholera  ia  ancr 
naubli'dwd  in  a marching  regiment,  it  cnntinuea  its  eourae  in 
spite  of  change  of  pttaition,  food,  or  other  circuaMtanoss  i**— > 
Never  did  a meditad  man  make  an  asaeiUon  more  unpardon- 
able, especially  if  be  applies  the  term  marrMing  nchmemt  as  It 
is  usually  apfdird.  Rut  we  have  him  disiinet  emnigh  as  to 
cha»ff4  of  pontiam.  Dr.  Hawkins  Isads  us  to  suppose  that  be 
has  examined  the  I ndian  reiwrts  ou  cbolnra.  Vi  bat  then  aiy 
we  to  think,  wbm  we  find  in  that  for  Bengal  the  fbUnwing 
most  interesting  amt  rrmriusire  Htattments  ever  phtced  on 
record  if  Ke^iectiug  the  Grand  Army  under  the  Marquis  of 
Hastings  cimsisting  of  I l,.!>Ut)  fighting  man,  and  encamped  in 
November  1817  on  the  hanks  of  the  Siode,  the  bflh<ial  report 
that  U»e  diseaw  '*  as  It  were  in  an  instant  gained  fresh 
vigour,  and  at  once  burst  forth  with  irreatscihle  violence  in 
every  direction,  L'usu^ected  to  the  laws  of  cvmtact  and 
pratimity  of  situation,  which  bad  becu  ubservad  to  mark  and 
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rptard  the  course  of  other  pestilence's,  it  surpassed  the  plague 
in  the  width  of  its  range,  and  outstripped  the  most  fatal  dis- 
eases hitherto  known,  in  the  destructive  rapidity  of  its  pro- 
gress. Previously  to  the  14th  it  had  overspread  every  part  of 
the  ramp,  sparing  neither  sex  nor  age  in  the  undistinguishing 
virulence  of  its  nttiicks." — “ From  the  14th  to  the  20th  or 
22d,  the  mortality  had  become  so  general  as  to  depress  the 
stoutest  spirits.  The  sick  were  already  so  numerous,  and 
still  pouring  in  so  quickly  from  every  quarter,  that  the  medical 
men,  although  night  and  day  at  their  p<ists,  were  no  longer 
able  to  administer  to  their  ne<easities.  The  wlntle  camp  then 
put  on  the  apj>earHnce  of  an  hospiUil.  The  noise  and  hustle, 
almost  inseparable  from  the  intercourse  of  large  bodies  of 
]>eople,  had  nearly  subsided.  Nothing  was  to  Ik*  seen  but 
individuals  anxiously  hurrying  from  one  division  of  a camp  to 
another,  to  inquire  alter  the  fate  of  their  dead  or  dying  com- 
jiaiiions,  and  melanchoiy  groups  of  natives  bearing  the  biers 
of  their  dei»arted  relatives  to  the  river.  At  length  even  this 
consolation  was  denied  to  them,  for  the  mortality  latterly 
Iteiame  so  great  that  there  was  neither  time  nor  hands  to 
carry  off  the  IsKlies,  which  were  then  thrown  into  the  neigh- 
iMUiring  ravines,  or  hastily  committed  to  the  earth  on  the 
s]K)ts  on  which  they  ha»l  expired."  Let  us  now  iiiqtiire  how 
this  appalling  mortality  was  arrested;  the  re|Kirt  goes  on  to 
inform  us — “ It  wtis  clear  that  such  a frightful  state  of 
things  cotdd  not  last  long,  and  that  unless  some  immediate 
check  were  given  to  the  disorder,  it  must  soon  depopulate  the 
camp.  It  was  therefore  wisely  determined  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief to  move  in  search  of  a healthier  soil  and  of 
purer  airf  which  they  found  when  they  “ cross*>d  the  clear 
stream  of  the  Bitwah,  and  upon  its  high  and  dry  banks  at 
Erich,  soon  got  ri<l  of  the  pestilence,  and  met  with  returning 
health.”  Now  just  fancy  epidemic  cholera  a dis«‘ase  trans- 
mis-sible  by  “ susceptible  articles,”  and  what  an  inexhaustible 
stock  must  this  large  army,  with  its  thousands  of  followers, 
have  long  carried  about  with  them  ! Against  the  above  his- 
torical fact,  men  of  itigeiiuity  may  advance  what  they  pleasr-. 
'I'here  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the  above  instance,  severe  cases  ot 
cholera  occurre.1  during  ike  move,  the  poison  taken  into  the 
system  on  the  inauspicious  siHjt  not  having  produced  its  effects 
at  once;  it  is  nw-dless  to  point  out  what  occurs  in  this  respect 
in  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.  The  India 
furnish  further  evidence  of  mere  removal  producing  health, 
where  cholera  had  previously  existed.  Mr.  Bell,  a gentleman 
who  had  served  in  India,  and  who  has  lately  written  upon 
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til*  (!»««■«>,*  infonw  u*  (p.  W)  that  “ r^«K»vi«f  a camp  a few 
niiiea  hjw  frequently  put  aa  entire  and  immediate  stop  t«  tlw 
nccurrence  of  new  raae«;  and  when  the  diwaae  pre>'aileid  de- 
struetirely  in  a Tulare,  the  uativne  often  prt  rid  of  it  by 
deaertiog  tbeir  bouae*  <ar  a time,  tbotq^h  in  doinp  w>  tbey 
werowiarily  e»p«wd  themaelTea  to  many  diecomftwt*,  which, 
Ctrteru  parifnu,  we  ahould  be  iucline<l  to  coewider  exrituif 
rauaee  of  an  infertioua  or  ooutaKuiu*  epidemic.”  We  even 
find  that  uvaipv  have,  aa  It  may  be  tatd.  omt-mmrrAtd  the  dbr 
eaae,  or  rather  tlw  caave  «>f  the  dtaeaite;  that  bs  «»%ed  with 
rapidity  over  a«i  exteoeive  aurface  where  the  atmoephere  wae 
impure,  mm]  thereby  eecaped — ot»  the  prlnripie  that  innellera 
are  in  the  habit  of  paeMUX  ao  quickly  a»  they  ran  arroM  the 
Pontine  nsanthee.  Mr.  Hell  «aya,  In  July  |H19,  I marrhed 
fnun  Madras  in  roedkal  charje  of  a larjte  party  of  youiqt 
oAoem  who  bad  ju>t  arrived  In  India,  and  who  were  on  their 
way  to  Join  nq>inient«  in  the  interior  of  the  rowntry.  Fhere 
was  alan  a detachinrut  of  SejMiya,  and  the  uaual  number  of 
attendante  and  ramp-fuUowerii  of  such  a party  in  India.  The 
cbolera  prevailed  at  Madras  when  we  left  it.  L'util  the  fifth 
day’a  march  (fifty  luilee  from  Madras)  no  eaMe  «f  the  dlaeaae 
oe<‘utTe<L  On  that  day  several  of  the  party  were  attacked  on 
the  line  of  m»trb ; and,  during  the  next  three  atafea,  we  coo. 
tinned  to  have  additional  taaea.  Cholera  prevailed  in  the 
country  thrauxb  which  we  were  pa»sinx>  In  remoultatina 
with  the  nomtUMidinx  otfirer  of  the  detachment,  H was  deter, 
milted  that  we  should  kmr*  tk«  dtwMrae  beAmd  M ; and  as  we 
were  informed  that  the  country  beyosid  the  (ihauts  waa  free 
front  It,  wo  marched,  without  a halt,  nntil  w«  reached  the 
high  table  land  of  Mysore.  'Hie  oMisequent'e  was,  that  wo 
left  the  disease  at  Vellore,  87  mile*  from  Msdras,  and  we  bad 
none  «i  it  matli  we  had  utarrhed  70  miksi  further  (seven 
stages),  when  we  again  found  it  at  one  of  our  appointed  places 
<>(' emampmeiit  ^ but  our  camp  was.  inconsequence,  pushed  on 
a few  miles,  and  only  mm  case,  a fatal  one,  occurred  in  the 
detachatent  : the  man  was  attacked  on  the  line  of  march. 
We  again  left  the  disease,  and  were  free  from  it  daring  the 


* This  U by  far  the  best  work  yet  published  in  England 
on  fhe  cholera,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  Uiat  the  author  has 
not  alluded  to  the  works  of  gentlemen  who  have  a priority  of 
claim  to  some  of  the  opinions  be  luu  published.  1 think  that, 
in  particular,  Vlr.  Orton's  book,  printed  in  India,  should 
have  beeti  not!ce<l. 
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next  1 15  miles  of  travelling  ; we  then  had  it  during  three 
stages,  and  found  many  viilages  deserted.  We  onee  more  left 
it,  and  remhed  our  journey’s  end,  2G0  miles  further,  without 
again  meeting  it.  Thus,  in  a journey  of  5G0  miles,  this  de- 
tiudiinent  was  exposed  to,  and  left  the  disease  behind  it,  four 
different  times;  ami  on  none  of  tho.se  or(;a.sioiis  di<i  a single 
ease  oet-ur  beyond  the  tainted  s|K)ts.”  What  a lesson  for  Dr. 
Hawkins  ! Hut_/t>r  whom  eould  Dr.  Hawkins  have  rvritten 
his  curious  book?  Hear  Mr.  Bell,  in  respeet  to  the  eommon 
error  of  the  disease  following  high  roads  and  navigable  rivers 
only : — “ 1 have  known  the  disease  to  prevail  for  several 
weeks  at  a village  in  the  Southern  Mahratta  countrj’,  within 
a few  miles  of  the  princiiml  station  of  the  di.strict,  and  then 
ieave  that  division  of  the  country  entirely;  or,  i)erlun»s,  cases 
would  occur  at  some  distant  }>oint.  In  travelling  on  circuit 
with  the  ,ludgt‘  of  that  di.strict,  I'have  found  the  liisease  pre- 
vaiiing  destnicti vely  in  a small  and  secluded  village,  while  no 
ca-.es  were  reiMwltsl  from  any  other  {wt  of  the  district.” 
What  is  fiirtlier  stated  by  Mr.  Bell  will  tend  to  explain  why 
so  much  delusion  has  existetl  with  regard  to  the  progress  of 
the  disease  Iteing  remarkably  in  the  direction  of  lines  of  ctan- 
merce,  or  great  intenunirse  : — “ When  travelling  on  circuit, 
1 have  found  the  disease  prevailing  in  a district  before  aw/ 
retort  had  been  made  of  the  foci,  notwithstandiny  the  most  posi~ 
five  orders  on  the  sutyecl ; and  I am  jtersuaded  that  were  any 
of  the  instances  adduced  in  support  of  the  statement  under 
consideration  strictly  inquired  into,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  usual  apathy  of  the  natives  of  India  had  prevented  their 
noticing  the  existence  of  the  disease  until  the  fact  was  brought 
prominently  forward  by  the  presence  of  £iirop<suis.  It 
siiould  also  be  brought  to  mind,  that  cholera  asphyxia  is  not  a 
new  disease  to  these  natives,  but  seems  to  be,  in  many  places, 
almost  eiideinical,  whilst  it  is  well  known  that  strangers,  in 
such  circumstances,  become  more  obnoxious  to  the  disease  than 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  IVIoreover,  travellers  have 
superadderl  to  the  remote  cause  of  the  <lisease,  fatigue  and  road 
discomforts,  which  are  not  trifling  in  a country  where  there 
are  neither  inns  nor  ciirriages,”  (p.  8G.)  Cholera  only  attacks 
a certain  proportion  of  a population,  and  is  it  wonderful  that 
we  should  hear  more  of  an  epidemic  on  high  roads,  where  the 
])opulation  is  grratest  ? High  roads  too  ai'e  often  along  the 
course  of  rivers  ; and  is  there  not  some  reason  for  believing, 
timt  there  is  often  along  the  course  of  rivers,  whether  navi- 
gable or  not,  certain  conditions  of  the  atmosjJiere  unfavourable 
to  health  ? When  Dr.  Hawkins  stated,  as  we  find  at  p.  131, 
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he  hM  *\onr,  that  wb«rp  the  iDhabiunU  of  oertoin  hilly  nnge* 
in  IniJi*  »«»pe*l  the  disev#,  “ these  bare  been  mid  to  hove 
intnrdi<-ted  all  aitercounie  with  the  pw»pJe  below,"  ^ should 
have  «(uote<l  some  m«pe\'iabie  auth*>rity,  foe  «tLerw»*ie  should 
we  unha{>pity  be  vWied  by  thi*  disenne,  the  people  of  our 
plains  wwy  «i»e  day  wafe  an  unjust  war  against  the  sturdy 
l(i{hUndeiN  or  Welch  intHintaliieers.  Little  do  the  discuiwew 
of  |M»lities  dream  of  the  high  interest  of  this  part  of  the  cho- 
lera (|ura.ti<Mi,  and  littk  can  they  cnoceiee  the  unnecessary 
Hlflicthms  which  the  doctrines  (d"  the  rootaglonfats  are  lalcu- 
lated  to  bring  upon  the  nati««.  Let  no  part  of  the  public  sup- 
p<iae  for  a womeiit  that  this  is  a question  coocemin*  medUml 
men  more  than  it  does  the  public*  Hiis  is  absurd  j all  are 
rrry  dee|dy  oonreriuwl,  the  heads  of  {kfniUes  more  espsrially  so. 

We  see  that  the  identity  of  the  Kuropeaa  and  Imlian  epi- 
demic cholera  is  admittn!  on  ail  sides  ; we  ham  abundant  proof 
that  whatever  can  be  said  as  to  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
its  anmnaliss,  Itc-,  In  the  furiuer  country,  bars  been  also  noted 
respecting  it  in  the  latter . and  Dr.  Hawkins,  when  he  put 
forth  Ilia  book,  had  moat  assuredly  abundant  materiaU  upon 
which  to  form  a ratiotw!  opinion  It  la  by  am  snsall  eifort, 
therefore,  that  1 can  prevent  all  the  respect  due  to  him  from 
evaporating,  when  be  declares,  at  page  lt>^  that  *'  the  dtsrase 
<n  India  was  prUxAljf  coinmunicabie  from  person  to  person, 
and  that  in  Kunipe  It  has  umUmitAfy  proved  an."  Hut  Dr. 
Hawkins  W a Fellow  of  the  ('allege  of  I'hysh'iana,  and  wa 
must  nut  push  this  point  further  than  to  wish  others  to  re» 
colleet,  that  be  has  told  us  that  He  drew  up  bis  book  in  haste  ; 
and,  moreover,  that  he  wished  to  gratify  the  cariotUp  of  the 
public.  The  Uiga  story  about  the  hemp  and  the  fifteen  tahour- 
en  I shall  Ware  in  good  hands,  the  Britiafa  CoAsul's  at  that 
city,  who  was  required  to^draw  up,  for  his  government,  a 
rtalvnetit  of  the  progrem.  ^c.  of  the  cholera  there,  of  which 
the  following  Is  an  eatract 

'Fhe  fai't  of  uon-cofitagion  seems  determined,  as  far  m a 
questioN  can  be  so  which  must  rvat  solely  upon  negativt  evi. 
dence.  The  strongest  poasibie  proof  la  the  circumstance,  that 
not  one  of  the  persons  employed  in  removing  the  dead  bodiea 
which  is  done  without  any  preoaution)  has  been  taken  UL 
Th*  gimlrmetU  qf  /tf  tftn  lahuartrt  btim^  aUaehmly  wkik  optnittg 
« pack  of  kfmp,  is  a aotoriouM  falitkond.  Some  phyaiclans  in- 
cline to  tbe  opinion,  that  the  disease  may  sometimea  be  caught 
by  infection,  where  the  habit  of  body  of  the  individual  ia  pra- 
dispiswd  to  receive  it ; the  minority  of  the  faculty,  however, 
maintain  a oiMitrary  doctrine,  and  the  result  of  the  hospital 
prartioa  ia  in  their  favour.  There  are  7S  fieiwiua  employed 
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ill  tile  priiicipul  ho^pitul  liere ; of  these  only  two  have  been  at- 
tacked, one  of  whom  was  an  ‘ Inspedtur  de  Sallf,'  anil  not 
in  immediate  attendance  upon  the  sick.  I am  assured  that 
the  other  hospitals  offer  the  same  results,  but  as  1 cannot  ob- 
tain eijually  authentic  iniurmaiion  rc.specliu^  them,  I coniine 
myself  to  this  statement,  on  wliirh  you  may  rely.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  private  families,  several  instances  have  occurred 
where  tlie  illness  of  one  person  has  Isren  followed  by  that  of 
others : bm,  generally,  only  where  the  first  case  has  proved 
fatal,  and  the  survivors  have  given  way  to  grief  and  alarm. 
Jlercenary  attendants  have  seldom  been  attacked,  and,  as 
mental  agitation  is  proved  to  be  one  of  the  principal  agents  in 
propagating  or  generating  the  disease,  the.se  isolated  case-s  are 
attributed  to  that  cause  rather  than  infection. 

“ It  is  im])ossible  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  disease  to  the 
barks;  indeed  it  had  not  manifested  itself  at  the  place  from 
whence  they  come  till  after  it  had  broken  out  here.  J he 
tiearest  jioint  infected  was  Schowlen  at  a distanc.**  of  iiUO  werst-s 
and  it  appeared  simultaneously  in  three  different  jdoccs  at 
Uiga,  without  touching  the  inferjiu’cnt  countrj'.  The  first 
ca.ses  were  two  stone-masons,  working  in  the  IVtersbiirgh  sul>- 
url«,  a person  in  the  citadel,  and  a lady  resident  in  the  town. 
None  of  these  persons  had  the  slightest  communication  with 
the  crews  of  barks,  or  other  strangers,  and  the  ijuarter  inhab- 
ited by  pcopU  of  that  description  was  later  attacked,  though 
it  has  ultimately  sutlered  most. 

“ None  of  the  medical  men  entertain  the  slighti'st  doubt  of 
the  action  of  atmosjtheric  influence — so  many  undeniable  in- 
stances of  the  siioiitaneous  generation  of  the  disease  having  oc- 
curred. Half  the  town  has  been  visited  by  diarrhu‘a,  and  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  regimen  now  prescribed  (consist- 
ing jirincipally  in  abstinence  from  acids,  fruit,  beer,  &c.)  in- 
NTuiably  produces  an  attack  of  that  nature,  and,  generally, 
cholera  ; fright,  and  intoxication,  produce  the  same  effeet. 

“ Numerous  instances  could  be  produced  of  persons  in  per- 
fect health,  some  of  whom  had  not  left  their  rooms  since  the 
breaking  out  of  the  disease,  having  been  attacked  by  cholera, 
almost  instantaneously  after  having  imprudently  indulged  in 
sour  milk , cucumbers,  &c.  It  is  a curious  circumstance,  bear- 
ing  on  this  question,  that  several  individuals  coming  from  Riga 
have  died  at  Wenden,  and  other  parts  of  Livonia,  without  a 
single  inhabitant  catching  the  disease  ; on  the  other  band,  it 
spreads  in  Courland  and  on  the  Prussian  frontier  notwith- 
standing every  effort  to  check  its  progress.  Tlie  intemperance 
of  the  Russians  during  the  holidays  has  swelled  the  number 
of  fresh  cases,  the  progressive  diminution  of  which  had  pre- 
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viou*ly  M as  to  kxA  forward  to  a sprrdy  terminatkia  of  tfcr 
imUmity.”  'IliUi  U » pivtty  fair  of  tlt«  rnndtMUtble 

luontMT  in  which  eholrra  is  prorcd  to  be  rualof  ious  ki  Kurope, 
and  we  shall,  for  the  present,  Wre  Dr.  Hawkins  in  pusses 
sion  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  such  proefti. 

RrspectinK  cboiera  in  this  country,  a cose  bos  prorad  fated 
here  since  my  hwt,  but  regarding  which  I shall  at  present  my 
no  more.  Some  attempt  was  mode  at  Sutnierland,  to  estohiish 
that,  In  the  rose  which  I mentioned  in  my  lost  as  haring 
proved  fatal  there,  the  disease  hod  keen  Imported  trum  foteign 
porta,  but  doe  ru^iry  haring  been  mode  by  the  cotlsrtor  of 
(be  ctutasno,  this  prored  to  be  unfimnded  ; the  man's  name 
was  Robert  Henry,  a pilot — he  died  on  tkt 

Ahrood  we  find  that  unhappily,  the  rhstera  has  made  its 
a|ipeara(ice  at  Hamburgh,  fresh  infaraaslion  to  this  effect  aX' 
rived  fnmti  our  CimmuI  at  that  {dsi’o,  on  I'uesday  the  11th  lost. 
(October.)  Tho  absurdity  of  cordons  and  fuoraniines  ors 
becoming  daily  mors  evident.  By  acrounta  frasn  Viemta, 
dated  the  IMth  Septemlwr,  the  Imperial  Anlk  Coondi  hod 
directed  certain  lines  of  cordon  to  he  broksn  up,  seeing,  os  is 
stated,  that  they  were  ineAcacious ; and  by  ocCAanta  of  the 
same  date,  the  Lmperor  hod  promised  bis  people  not  in  estab- 
lish cordons  between  cenmin  slates. 

Wo  find  at  the  clone  of  a pamphlet  on  cholera,  latoiy  pub- 
Usbed  by  Mr.  Seorle,  a gentlemaa  wbo  arrred  ia  ladio,  and 
wbo  was  in  Warsaw  during  the  greotor  port  of  the  epkktnlc 
which  prevailed  there  this  year,  the  following  words  •,—.**  I 
bars  only  to  add,  that  after  all  1 bare  heard,  either  in  India 
or  in  Polontl,  after  all  I bare  rtod.  seen,  or  thought  upon  the 
subject,  1 ortirs  at  this  rutirlusion  that  the  disease  is  uol  oon- 
tagiuus.’* 

in  ronfirmotion  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Seorls,  sr«  hare 
Borr  the  erldenos  of  the  msdk-al  commissksi  sent  by  the  Freoeb 
goremment  into  Poland.  Ur.  Londe,  prmkhmt  of  that  eoao* 
misskm,  arrived  in  Paris  some  days  ago.  Me  onoounood  to 
the  minister  in  wlnase  deportment  the  tpuirantine  Iks,  as  w«Q 
as  to  M.  Hely  D’Oisael,  f*resl4ent  of  the  Superior  Council 
of  Health,  that  It  was  prored  In  IVtond,  entirely  to  hia  satis- 
factioa,  as  well  as  to  the  satisfaction  of  hia  fire  oidlengueB, 
that  the  rboirra  u mot  m amitiffitms  diasosc. 

llte  Minister  at  War  also  aent  Jbmr  medkstl  men  to  War- 
saw. 'rhree  of  them  hare  already  declared  against  contagisa ; 
so  it  may  he  presumed  that  the  day  ia  not  fiu*  distant  when 
those  true  plagues  of  society,  cordons  and  <|uonuitin«  agoiAst 
cholera,  sb^l  be  abolished.  Hear  (he  opinion  of  a medical 
man  in  France, — ofWr  describing,  a few  days  ago,  the  fnaran- 
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tine  and  cordon  regulations  in  force  in  tliat  country: — “ But 
what  effect  is  to  be  produced  by  thesi*  extraordinary  nieasurest 
this  immense  display  of  ineana,  and  all  these  obstructions  to 
the  intercourse  of  communities,  against  a disease  not  conta- 
gious ; a disease  propagating  itself  epidemically,  and  which 
nothing  has  hitherto  >>eeii  able  to  arrest?  To  increase  its 
ravages  a hundred-f(dd, — to  ruin  the  country,  and  to  make 
the  {leople  revolt  against  measures  which  draw  down  on  them 
misery  and  death  at  the  same  time,”  AVIiat  honest  man 
would^not  now  wish  that  in  this  country  the  cholera  <|uestion 
were  disposed  of — in  Chancery  ! I hball  merely  add,  that  the 
ten  medical  men  sent  from  TVance  to  I'oland,  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  nature  of  cholera,  have  all  remained  unuttack- 
ed  by  the  disease. — October  15,  1831. 

The  following  Remarks  are  by  Mr,  ^Yakely  the  Editor  of  the 

LMncet. 

The  cholera,  that  fieri*  and  unsparing  scourge  of  the  living 
generation,  which  seeina  destined  to  sweep  from  the  face  of 
the  earth  those  victims  which  the  ruthless  wars  of  wieJu-d 
legislators  have  spared — the  cholera  has  found  its  way  to 
Hamburgh,  and  is  now  but  six-and-thirty  hours’  passage 
from  our  own  shores.  The  event  has  bi*n  already  alluded  to 
in  the  close  of  the  article  of  our  correspondent  “ Alpha,"  in  a 
previous  part  of  this  week’s  Lancet,  'llie  following  Is  an  ex- 
tract from  the  last  Hamburgh  paja;rs  received  in  town  up  to 
the  time  of  our  going  to  press  : 

“ Borsen-IIalle,  Oct.  14. 


“ CilOI.ERA  IN  HAMBUKOU. 


Taken  ill. 

Recov. 

Deaths. 

Down  to  Oct,  1 1 , 
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“ It  appears  that  some  of  these  have  since  proved  not  to  be 
cholera.  The  Hanoverian  Government  has  adopted  }he  wise 
course  of  doing  away  with  all  sanatory  regulations,  and  al- 
lowing the  cholera  to  take  its  couise.  Lxi>erience  has  shown 
in  Russia,  Prussia,  Austria,  and  lastly  in  Hamburgh,  the 
utter  inefficacy  of  all  cordons,  the  cost  of  which  is  immense  to 
of  the  general  causi’s  of  insalubrity,  of  which  every  great  city 
is  so  abmidantly  prolific. 

We  perceive  by  a paragraph  in  the  newspapers,  which  has 
jirobably  been  put  forth  by  some  exceedingly  active  and  diligent 
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wt<K  nuJM.  and  Mkb*«o  fmalett,  •od  that  it  tint  broke  out 
ill  a crllar.  Of  the  female  caoe«  only  one  had  died.  At  AU 
Uuia  it  i»  al«>  rep«>rtrd  that  there  had  been  tao  comb.  No 
caae  bad  an  yet  been  koowB  to  have  oecuired  on  hourd  any 
liritiah  reeael  at  IIau>burj(h,  but  a saubir  of  a Surediah  rea- 
anh  irbich  arrived  upwards  of  a furtniKht  afo  from  Bahia, 
baa  lieeti  taken  iil  and  carried  to  the  boa}Nul.  At  the  break* 
inf  out  of  the  diaurder  the  cuualeniatioa  waa  very  f reat,  and 
busiiieaa  waa  tempuraiily  auvpended.  In  the  extract  whiidi 
we  have  made  above  from  the  papera,  it  will  be  aeon  tl  at  all 
mrdniia  have  been  removed.  Theae  reatrictiona  bad  at  ftrat 
been  very  rif  idly  itnpowd  nruund  the  dty. — the  Uanaa,  .Meek* 
leiiborfbera,  and  llanovariaiui,  bavhrif  to  etitr.p)rt«iy  iaolatad 
Kamburfh,  that  for  four  dart  the  latter  place  waa  with;  ut 
any  news  from  abroad  or  oommunieaiiaiiB  with  frienda  in  the 
country. 

It  waa  auppooed  on  Wediieoday  that  as  cxtra«»rdinary  aup- 
idetnent  tc  the  GttZtU*  would  be  booed  by  our  Gevemwent 
in  the  taiurw  of  dkat  nifht,e««taittiaf  dlrertiofM  to  be  obterved 
in  thla  country  in  the  event  of  ita  appearance  in  any  par- 
tictdar  apot.  None  however  kaa  been  itoued,  but  we  now 
Irani  that  a prorhunalioa  baa  btam  afreed  to  by  the  IVivy 
l^ounrll,  at  the  auffeatum  of  the  lioaid  of  Health  to  which 
the  ooneanatkm  of  the  pnbik  aaJety  have  been  on  rackleanly 
intruated,  wkkh  will  afipear  in  to-morrow's  CraueMe.  We 
write  on  Thuradar.  W«  onnnut  puasiUy  therefore  ao^uaiat 
our  nuider*  with  the  natura  of  ita  matenta,  but  in  our  neat 
Lascar  the  pirocsutkHMiry  directions  ahadl  reeeire  mir  bevt 
attention. 

Thua,  deapite  the  moot  perfect  and  vifUant  rordon  that 
military  deepotiaa  ever  created,  this  dimirder  has  forced  ita 
way  Ui  every  direetioa.  Vienna  has  for  the  hurt  nwaih  beeti 
the  theatre  of  the  peslilenoe } stlU  further  to  the  north-west, 
Berlin  became  affected  almost  at  the  same  lime  as  X'ienna, 
and  now  Altooa.  HambuCfb,  and  other  lowna  and  dties  of 
the  Elbe,  between  Berlin  and  tbe  North  Sea,  have  becotne 
eactaectttively  alfiHled  in  fAs  ordtr  t/ueir  projimity  $o  (h* 
Prwmam  cupthi/. 

Meanwhile,  let  ua  etprern  our  indiftiation,  that  of  all  the 
capitals  in  Europe.  I.ondon  should  be  the  only  one  which  bae 
permitted  the  pestilence  to  knock  at  Its  very  fates  before  any 
efficient  byfeienic  measures  were  adopted  towards  tbe  removal 
appearinf  at  Bt.  Petersbnrf,  all  intercourse  between  the  faoi 
and  the  town  was  rifhliy  cut  olT,  and  no  instante  of  tbe  ma- 
lady aocurred  for  some  time  ; but  at  ieufth  the  wife  of  one  of 
the  prismiers,  she  brinf  also  a prisoner,  was  readmitted  from 
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meinhiT  of  th**  London  Hoard  of  Ilonith  who  ia  anxious  to 
prove  to  the  puhlic  that  he  and  his  co-adjutors  are  doing 
“ something”  for  five  hundred  ]K)iinds a-year  which  Sir  Henry 
Halford  has  jtrociired  for  them, — that  tlie  Hoard  intend  to 
mM»minend  that  such  (duces  as  tnay  b*>  attacked  in  this  csiuntry 
should  be  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  eomiminity.  Sagacious 
legislators,  svho  cannot  (irevent  the  cholera  from  traversing  the 
ocean,  yet  <!an  kee|>  if  from  [>enetrating  a hedge,  or  crossing  a 
field  ! Have  the  “ Hoard"  of  Health— we  ask  the  question 
<*mphatically — made  themselves  arquainted  with  the  results  of 
the  disp  rsinn  of  the  |)o|>ulation  of  Teflis?  If  they  have  not, 
they  des<frve  the  hitter  reproaches  of  every  friend  of  humanity 

and  science.  — — • 

I'ACrS  RRGAHHING  CHOLKIIA. 

(From  the  London  Ahdical  Gazette J 

Great  (Mtins  have  been  taken  by  I)rs.  Hussel  and  Harrj'  in 
tiiu'ing  the  history  of  cholera  as  it  manifested  itwif  at  St. 
Petersburg  and  the  adjacent  places.  Their  inquiries  have 
been  chiefly  directed  to  ascertaining  its  m»de  of  (>ro|>ngatioii, 
with  a view  to  determining  the  question  of  contagion;  and 
aithough  some  of  the  facts  are  difficult  to  reconcile  with  any 
of  our  jirevalent  tlnsiries  upon  the  subject,  yet  we  must  say 
that  the  great  majority  of  them  jKunt  to  infection  conveyed 
iiy  persons,  and  not  by  goods  or  clothes,  as  the  usual  source  of 
the  contamination.  'I'he  gentlemen  alludeil  to  seem  to  have 
exerted  themselves  to  lay  aside  all  prciMUiceivcd  opinions — 
marking  the  events  passing  under  their  own  immediate  obser- 
vation, and  in  tnicing  the  history  of  what  they  did  not  them- 
selves witness — admitting  only  the  testimony  of  those  who 
had  seen  what  they  narrated  ; a caution  which  they  were  led 
to  adopt  In  consi-quence  of  the  colouring  which  they  found  to 
lie  often  given  to  circumstances  accoriling  to  the  views  enter- 
tained by  the  narrator  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  itself. 
Of  the  many  important  facts  which  their  last  letters  (received 
a few  days  ago)  contain,  we  can  only  give  a few,  but  we  ho|>e 
soon  to  see  the  wlnde  laid  before  the  (lublic  in  a systematic 
shape.  There  is  at  St.  Petersburg  a city  prison,  under  the 
medical  charge  of  Dr.  Hish,  an  intelligent  (ihysician,  and  pre- 
viously to  the  ap()earance  of  the  e|ddemic,  an  anti-contagion- 
ist.  He,  as  well  as  all  the  other  olficers  of  the  establishment, 
resides  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  by  which  all  commu- 
nication with  the  neighlK»iirhoo<l  is  prevented.  On  cholera 
the  rei)»ective  governments,  and  the  loss  incalculable  to  the 
industrious  classes.” 

It  is  described  as  being  hitherto  exclusively  confined  to  the 
lowest  and  most  dissolute  chanicters,  thirty-nine  of  whom 
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one  of  ibe  hcwpiuJn  to  which  mIm'  hod  hwm  acnt  t«  he  cared  of 
» ey-philitk  eomphiint,  no  one  Uhuurini;  attiler  »ucb  beioK  re- 
tain^ for  traotmcDt  in  the  priooa  On  her  return  abe  pMoed 
thrmifh  the  apartment  where  h«r  hiisfaand  was  : «h«  apoke  to, 
and  <oiltite<l  him,  but  proceeded  in  a motnent  to  the  part  of  the 
htiiidiiif  appropriated  to  feiuaiea.  She  had  eome  diarrh«Ni 
when  admitted,  which  oa  the  foUowinj{  nif;ht  proved  to  b« 
cholera,  and  of  which  »he  died  in  twelve  houn.  Three  wo- 
men, who  had  been  in  the  room  with  her.  were  next  taken  111, 
and  after  them  her  b<wbond,  who  alao  died.  There  were  four 
hundred  penons  within  the  walla,  and  of  theae  twenty-aeven 
had  cholera,  which  in  fifteen  proved  fotaL  No  cnae  occurred 
in  the  ptirtion  of  the  priaon  aUwtted  to  noUea^  it  Winf  a|iart 
frtun  the  reot. 

There  le  a German  colony  on  the  Neva.  Ihiiteea  verata  from 
St.  IVterniburf.  The  boueea  are  detached  with  gardeoa,  and 
the  Mimmndinf  country  highly  cultivated,  while  the  inhahi- 
taiibi  are  more  riraaly,  and  foruier  of  the  open  air,  than  the 
Ru>oian«.  I'hitber  Wfiue  pereont  fied  on  cholera  appearinf  in 
the  capital ; cne  of  these,  a female,  tovdi  the  diseuae,  and  died 
of  it : hut  it  did  not  spreail,  no  other  inetanct  of  it  bavinf  oe> 
curred,  tfonif^h  her  bed  arema  afterwards  to  hare  beeti  used. 
Indeed,  there  are  many  Inatanoee  in  which  the  beds  aiul  clothee 
nf  th«Me  wbo  hare  died,  wem  to  hare  been  nutdr  use  of  with 
impunity.  Opposite  thle  evHony,  on  the  other  hank  of  the 
rirer,  which  is  there  about  the  breadth  of  the  'lliamea  at 
niackfriant,  are  Kuaaian  rilbutm;  but  they  did  not  eanapr, 
th4fii|{h  the  locality  was  M aalubrioua  as  that  of  their  German 
neiithhoura.  It  ia  a curious  fact,  that  another  German  colony, 
on  the  read  to  ^loorow,  hatweeii  Ysbora  and  Colpina,  eoraped, 
althouich  the  disease  rat(ed  at  both  the  places  just  mentloaed; 
hut  it  waa  obsrrred  that  no  traveUer*  erer  stopped  at  the  Ger- 
man rilbige,  because  ibe  others  afforded  much  better  accom- 
modatMKi. 

At  Crnturtadt,  as  at  Meacnw,  no  case  omirred  amooK  the 
military  cadets  (lYO  in  numiatr),  all  communication  barinf 
been  cut  off  between  them  and  the  rest  of  t\s  fortress;  but, 
on  the  other  band,  sereral  instanres  happened  where  persons 
had  the  diaease,  though  no  cummunlcatJon  with  any  souret  of 
infection  ctuiM  be  tnurd.  Tbua  a man,  confined  luem<^ 
ttsis  on  the  third  floor  of  a house,  who  bad  not  been  out  of 
the  room  fur  many  days,  and  who  saw  no  one  wbo  had  h«on 
erp<»e«l  to  the  diseaae,  took  U notwithstanding.  At  the 
Foundling  Hospital  a Koodt|ni>y  children  died  of  cholera,  and 
sereral  nurses  h^  it ; and  ills  a curiotw  fact,  that  when  any 
of  these  last,  who  were  suckHng,  bad  the  disease,  so  as  to  ren- 
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rler  It  iieo«-«wry  for  the  infant  to  be  given  to  another  nurse, 
none  ot  those  who  gave  the  breast  in  this  way  l>enanie  affected 
with  cholera.  althfHigh,  In  many  instances,  the  infant’s  clothes 
were  not  cliangiHl. 

THE  CHOLERA  AT  VIENNA. 

Ihe  mortality  from  the  cholera  in  this  capital,  during  the 
first  munth  of  its  visitation— that  is  to  say,  from  the  1.1th  of 
August  to  the  13th  of  September,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
one  hundred  deaths.  But  about  the  latter  period,  a heavy 
rain  and  storm  having  prevailed  for  the  Itetter  part  of  three 
days,  the  disease  broke  out  with  the  mast  alarming  violence  on 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and,  in  the  course  of  four-and-twenty 
hours,  swept  away  eighty  victims,  and  this  principally  in  the 
city.  In  one  little  street,  not  «»ntalning  above  ten  or  a dozeti 
houses,  six  i)crs<ins  dieil  on  that  night.  The  higher  dass<-s 
seem  to  have  been  i>ecu1iatly  singled  out  for  the  ravage  ; and 
the  Doctors  Sidprowitsch,  Gassner,  and  Koehrig,  were  among 
the  fii-st  who  fl•ll.  Since  tliis  alarming  burst,  however,  the 
cholera  has  not  gone  on  with  prop«jrtioiial  fury  ; it  is  com- 
paratively tranquil,  though  the  deaths  are  still  liy  no  means 
inconsiderable. 


If  the  local  p<‘culiarities  of  A'icnna  be  taken  into  account,  it 
is  not  diilicult  to  explain  why  the  higher  orders  have  particu- 
larly felt  the  severity  of  the  dis*‘ase,  and  also  why  the  city  has 
l>eeu  its  j)rincipal  haunt.  Vienna,  the  city,  is  snmll,  compact, 
and  surrounded  by  suburbs,  from  wliicli  it  is  s«-parated  by  a 
wide  glacis.  The  streets  are  very  niirrow,  and  the  houses 
immoderately  high.  Yet  it  is  here  that  the  higiier  classes 
leside,  though  their  first-floors  are  generally  destitute,  of  ImuIi 
air  and  light.  The  lower  classes,  meantime,  enjoy  the  ujqier 
stories,  as  well  as  the  more  spacious  and  airy  suburbs. 

It  should  not  escape  ob-servation,  too,  that  Vienna  is  almost 
eompletely  hemmed  in  with  a chain  of  mountains ; which, 
however,  do  not  protect  it  from  violent  gales  (luring  the  be.st 
part  of  the  year,  and  especially  about  the  equinoxes. 

Hhuemati.sm,  in  a severe  form,  is  a constant  resident  at 
Vienna ; and,  every  autumn,  a malignant  dysenterj-  prevails, 
of  which  the  mortality  is  considerable.  The  people,  too,  it 
may  be  remarked,  i»articularly  the  higher  orders,  are  fond  of' 
good  living. 

On  tbe  whole,  it  would  seem  to  augur  well  for  the  future 
progress  of  the  complaint,  that  in  Vienna  it  has  not  been  more 
severe ; for  few  cities  in  Euro^  perhaps,  pos,sess  more  of 
those  dements  which  constitutv  ?lr/  ■ 

lady. 


of  this  direfid  mu- 
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